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20-01 - Socioeconomic backgrounds of undergraduate students 
For the academic years 2018-2019 and 2019-2020, the following information about the socioeconomic backgrounds 
of undergraduate students: 

1. the percentage of undergraduate international students at the college 
2. the composition of nationalities of undergraduate international students at the college 
3a. the percentage of these international students who attended fee-paying schools 
3b. the percentage of these international students who attended international schools 
3c. the percentage of these international students who attended maintained schools 
4. the percentage of these international students who attended schools in the UK before beginning their 
undergraduate degree 
5. what percentage do the college submit/release in public domain (e.g. for surveys, prospectuses, college 
website, league tables etc.) about the ratio of students at the college who attended independent and 
maintained schools? 
6. how much financial support was given to international students? What was the total amount, and to how 
many students? 
7. how much financial support was given to non-international students? What was the total amount, and to 
how many students? 
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. Please find the answers to your questions below as follows: 
 
2019 – 2020 
1. The percentage of undergraduate international students at the College: 14.31% 
2. The composition of nationalities of undergraduate international students at the College: 
 

Australia 3 

China 16 

Hong Kong 9 

India 2 

Italy 1 

Korea, Republic of 8 

Malaysia 4 

Nigeria 1 

Norway 1 

Pakistan 2 

Paraguay 1 

Singapore 8 

Spain 1 

Thailand 1 

Turkey 1 

United Kingdom 5 

United States 3 

Vietnam 1 

         
Please note: UK nationality students may be classified as ‘overseas’ for fee purposes depending on their residency. 
 
3a. the percentage of these international students who attended fee-paying schools: 29.4%                     
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3b. the percentage of these international students who attended international schools: 64.7% 
3c. the percentage of these international students who attended maintained schools: 5.8% 
4. The percentage of these international students who attended schools in the UK before beginning their 
undergraduate degree: 35% 
5. Please see our latest Annual Report & Accounts (p.73) which shows the split between maintained and 
independent schools: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts- 2019.pdf  
6. Financial support figures are not available for the current academic year  
7. Financial support figures are not available for the current academic year. 
 
2018 – 2019 
1. The percentage of undergraduate international students at the College: 14.7% 
2. The composition of nationalities of undergraduate international students at the College: 
 

Australia 3 

China 9 

Hong Kong 6 

India 2 

Korea, Republic 
of 

5 

Malaysia 3 

Nigeria 1 

Norway 1 

Pakistan 2 

Singapore 5 

Spain 1 

Thailand 1 

United Kingdom 4 

United States 1 

Vietnam 1 

 
Please note: UK nationality students may be classified as ‘overseas’ for fee purposes depending on their residency. 
 
3a. the percentage of these international students who attended fee-paying schools: 28.8% 
3b. the percentage of these international students who attended international schools: 62.2% 
3c. the percentage of these international students who attended maintained schools: 8.8% 
4. The percentage of these international students who attended schools in the UK before beginning their 
undergraduate degree: 37.7% 
5. Please see our latest Annual Report & Accounts (p.73) which shows the split between maintained and 
independent schools: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts- 2019.pdf 
 
Please note for questions 6 & 7 the financial support given to students by the College is taken from CamSIS, and in 
addition to awards and prizes these figures include financial support in respect of travel expenses, conference 
expenses, electives, music lessons, sports equipment etc., as well as for hardship awards.  
6. Overseas: 138 students awarded a total of £43,753.00  
7. Home/EU: 445 students awarded a total of £167,525.50 
 
 
 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts-_2019.pdf
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts-_2019.pdf
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20-02 - Students duty of care 

We understand that Duty of Care is a complicated matter, but every institution is bound by law to call a student’s 

emergency contacts in the event that ‘Vital Interests’ are triggered  i.e. the University is concerned that the student 

is 1) a threat to themselves; 2) a threat to others; or 3) lacks capacity to give consent to contact.  

This initiative is new with an evidence base that is yet to be proven, so without judgement we are interested in your 

answers to the following questions: 

1. Do you have an opt-in scheme to gain consent at registration from new or returning students in the event of 
the University having serious concerns about that student’s health, physical or mental?                                                                                                        
Yes/No 

2. In the last term has your support services/ wellbeing team asked students registering with support for 
permission to involve friends or family or trusted others in the care of that student                                                                                                                            
Yes/No 

3. If you answered No to question 1 are you considering the introduction of such a scheme? Yes/No/ N/A 
4. If you answered NO to question 3 please could you provide brief comments as to why? (Please select as 

many as apply) Is it - 

a) Too bureaucratic 
b) Too expensive 
c) Too time consuming 
d) Not considered as part of duty of care of the university 
e) Not considered appropriate 
f) Other 

Response 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College. Please see our answers to your questions 
below. 

1. Do you have an opt-in scheme to gain consent at registration from new or returning students in the event 
of the University having serious concerns about that student’s health, physical or mental?    Yes/No 
ANS: No, we don’t have an opt-in scheme at this time. 

2. In the last term has your support services/ wellbeing team asked students registering with support for 
permission to involve friends or family or trusted others in the care of that student   Yes/No 
ANS: No, we don’t have such a scheme at this time. 
 

3. If you answered No to question 1 are you considering the introduction of such a scheme? Yes/No/ N/A 
ANS: Yes, I understand that a scheme is under review by the College and is currently with the student 
body (JCR/MCR) for them to consider the details and how they would like a scheme to progress. 
 

4. If you answered NO to question 3 please could you provide brief comments as to why? (Please select as 
many as apply) Is it - 
g) Too bureaucratic 
h) Too expensive 
i) Too time consuming 
j) Not considered as part of duty of care of the university 
k) Not considered appropriate 
l) Other 
ANS: n/a 
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20-03 - Provision for disabled students 
I would like to the following information regarding the provision made by your college for its students in my role as 

CUSU Disabled Students officer.  

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning student welfare. Please see the answers to your 

questions below. 

1.       How many current students does the college have? 
The College has 860 students as at 7th February 2020. 

 
2.       How many tutors does the college have and what size are tutor groups?  

Please see the following Tutor groups: 
Undergraduate Tutors 
Dr Tim Burton                           30 students 
Dr Michael Crisp                      71 students 
Revd Dr Keith Eyeons            32 students 
Dr Andy Holding                      71 students 
Prof Bill O’Neill                        74 students 
Dr Ellen Nisbet                         73 students 
Dr Natalia Mora-Sitja             72 students 

 
Postgraduate Tutors 
Dr Marta Correia                      180 students 
Dr Joseph Webster                 129 students 
Dr Liping Xu                               132 students    

 
a) Following this, does the college have a policy that allows students to change tutors with no questions asked 
i.e. they do not have to explain this decision to college officials? 
Students make a request to the Senior Tutor. A student would need to advise the Senior Tutor on what 
grounds, and why they wished to change Tutor. 

 
b) Furthermore, how many tutor meetings does the college require tutors to schedule per student per term? 
UG’s:  College schedules meetings at the start and end of each term for each Tutor; 
PG’s:  College schedules meeting at the start of the programme of study for each Tutor. 

 
3.       Regarding college provision for disabled students, do both the JCR and MCR have level access?  

JCR: Level access to the Butterfield ground floor, not the basement room; 
MCR: Level access. 

 
4.       What is the provision of gender neutral toilets in the college e.g. all toilets are gender neutral, some are, or 

none. 
        Please see the already published information concerning this in our FoI Disclosure Log 2019 (ref 19-28, p.26) 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019 nov.pdf  
 
5.       Furthermore, how many wheelchair accessible ensuite rooms are available, and what is the average cost of 

these rooms?  
We have seven rooms which have been adapted for students with disabilities; five ensuite rooms are suitable 
for wheelchair users. The average cost for these rooms is £165 /week. 

 
6.       How is the room ballot conducted?  

The UG ballot is run by the JCR and the PG ballot is currently under review in the College.  

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019_nov.pdf
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7.       For intermitting students, does your college allow them to live in college while they are on intermission, and in 

what circumstances?  
Yes, the Senior Tutor would consider a case for a student to live in College whilst on intermission. 

 
a.       Furthermore, can intermitting students still access college support services such as counselling, and are they 

kept on college mailing lists for the time of their intermission?  
Yes, if remaining in College whilst on intermission, students would have access to support services as required. 

 
8.       Does your college fund therapy for students with mental health conditions, prescription costs and/or other 

medical costs e.g. travel costs?  
        Yes, this is considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
 

20-04 - Complaints of sexual assault and harassment 

I am a journalist at The Economist. I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
In order to assist you with this request, I am outlining my query as specifically as possible. Please could you provide: 
 
1.    The number of complaints of sexual assault and sexual harassment made to Downing College authorities from 
2015 to present, with this data organised year by year. 
 
2.    The numbers of investigations launched by Downing College authorities into complaints of sexual assault and 
sexual harassment from 2015 to present, with this data organised year by year. 
 
3.    The number of decisions reached by Downing College authorities on investigated complaints of sexual assault 
and sexual harassment from 2015 to present, with this data organised year by year. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College concerning complaints of sexual assault and 
sexual harassment. May I direct you to our latest published information concerning this topic, which is an 
anonymised response we gave to a requestor last September.  
 
This can be found in our 2019 Disclosure Log, Ref 19-37 - page 36 (also see earlier in the year, Ref 19-15). I hope this 
will be of interest: 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019 nov.pdf 
 
 
 

20-05 - Itemised credit card bills for the Master 
Could you please send me all corporate credit card/purchasing card itemised bills for your head of house from 1 
September 2016 to 1 September 2019 (or latest possible date)? 
 

Response 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College regarding The Master’s credit card bills.  

We decline to provide you with the Master’s itemised credit card bills, as we believe this information is exempt 
under section 40(2) of the Act regarding the provision of personal data. We do not record each credit card 
transaction by individual in our accounting system but, following a search through our paper records, I am able to 
provide you with the following figure, which covers the cost of the Master’s overseas travel and hosting events for 
Downing fundraising from the 1st September 2016 to 31st December 2019: £8,896.40. 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019_nov.pdf
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20-06 - Slavery, colonialism and repatriation 
1. Has the college undertaken/commissioned or taken part in research on how it contributed to and profited from 
slavery and other forms of coerced labour during the colonial era? For example, to find out how the college 
has gained from slavery, through financial bequests and gifts. 
ANS: The research work required to understand any involvement that Downing College may have had concerning the 
slave trade during the colonial era is currently ongoing; an initial report is expected no earlier than autumn of this 
year. I cannot at this point provide you with any further information (section 22 exemption: information intended for 
future publication), but please read the University’s current review in this area (“Legacies of Enslavement”) at 
https://www.v-c.admin.cam.ac.uk/projects/legacies-of-enslavement concerning the work of the Advisory Group. 

 
2. Has the college undertaken/commissioned or contributed to research to identify whether any artefacts in its 
possession and/or collection/s were: 
2.1 Looted from the African continent? 
2.2 Looted from former dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates and other territories ruled or administered by 
the British Empire? 
2.3 Looted from former dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates and other territories ruled or administered by 
other European colonial powers? 
ANS: Research is ongoing (please see our answer to questions 1 & 3) but as far as we are currently aware we do not 
have any “looted” artefacts. 

 
3. If the college has undertaken/commissioned or taken part in such research (see questions 1 and 2 above): 
3.1 Who is conducting it? 
3.2 Has the research been published or completed (please specify which)? 
3.3 If not, when is the research due to be completed and published? 
3.4 What is the scope of the research (please provide a summary)? 
3.5 What are the findings of any completed or published research? (Please list any items identified.) 
ANS: Research is being undertaken by the College, looking at the origins of the Downing family wealth which led to 
the creation of Downing College and any family connections with slavery, together with any slavery connections 
related to major bequests or donations (monetary and artefacts) received by the College. As advised for question 1, I 
cannot provide you with any further information at this point (section 22 exemption: information intended for future 
publication). 

 
4. In the past five years, has the college received any requests to repatriate any artefacts or other materials in 
its possession and/or collection/s? 
4.1 If so, how many requests has the college received? 
4.2 Which artefacts did the requests concern? 
4.3 What is/was the country of origin of each of these artefacts? 
4.4 Has the college agreed to return any artefacts? 
4.5 If so, how many? 
4.6 How many of these artefacts have been returned? 
4.7 Which artefacts have been returned? 
4.8 Has the college agreed to loan the artefacts concerned, rather than repatriate them? If so, to which organisation 
will they be loaned? 
4.9 Has the college agreed to provide compensation rather than repatriate them? If so, what form did this 
compensation take? 
4.10 If the compensation was financial, please state the amount of compensation paid. 
ANS: No, we are not aware of any such requests.  

 

https://www.v-c.admin.cam.ac.uk/projects/legacies-of-enslavement
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5. Which person, persons, team or department is responsible for handling requests for the repatriation of artefacts 
and other materials in the college's possession and/or collection/s? 
ANS: There has not been a person appointed and the College is currently not aware that this is necessary (please see 
our answers to questions 1-4). 

 
6. Has the college publicly acknowledged that any artefacts or other materials ended up in its collection/s due to 
slavery or colonialism, e.g. in the labelling of artefacts on display? 
ANS: No, please note our answer to question 2. 

 
7. Has the college apologised for contributing to and profiting from slavery and other forms of coerced labour during 
the colonial era?  
7.1 If so, has the college apologised to specific countries or individuals or families that contest the ownership of any 
artefact or other material in its possession and/or collection/s? 
ANS: No, please see our answers above. 
 
 

20-07 - Admission statistics for G100 Mathematics gap year applicants 
Please provide me the following admission statistics for G100 Mathematics gap year applicants under freedom of 
information act for the last 4 years admission cycles 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019. 
 
1. Number of gap year applicants 
2. Number of gap year applicants invited for interview  
3. Number of gap year applicants had offers  
4. Number of gap year applicants had pool offers  
5. Number of gap year applicants had offers without Physics at A/L 
6. Please provide these details with their achieved A/L results with the details of each subject, interview scores and 
their STEP scores. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College regarding admission statistics for G100 Mathematics gap year 
applicants.  
 
Downing College does not encourage a gap year for Maths applicants unless they are able to keep up their Maths 
studies (i.e. take some further courses) during their gap year. After checking our records, there was only one 
applicant in 2018 who fits the gap-year specification applied to Downing, was interviewed and given an offer but was 
then pooled in the Summer Pool to another College so we have no access to their records now; therefore we cannot 
give you any further answers to your questions. 
 
 

20-08 - College land and buildings 
Under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, please provide me with the following details:  

1. A list of all the property the college owns, providing details for when it was purchased/given to the college, its 

size and a postcode for it  

Please see the table below which lists the properties the College owns, the dates they were built or acquired, their 

size (where known) and postcode. Please note, any dates given as 'circa' are the earliest date from surviving deeds 

and it would require lengthy research from other records to detail the exact date, which would be likely to exceed 

the 18hr time limit permitted under the FoI Act (Section 12 exemption). Similarly, the exact dates for minor buildings 

and extensions on the main College site, where not already known, have not been included, although the size of 

these spaces has been provided as requested. 
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2. A list of all the land the college owns, providing details for when it was purchased/given to the college, its 

size and a postcode for it  

The College owns about 40 acres total: the College site (approx. 20 acres) and land off Barton Road, Cambridge CB3 

9LB (approx. 20 acres) which was acquired in 2002. 

 

Building Size GIA 
(m²) 

2016 

Date built or 
acquired by Downing 

Postcode (Downing 

College postcode: 

CB2 1DQ) 

Staircase A 31 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 

Staircase B 236 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 

Staircase C 174 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 
Staircase D 342 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 

Staircase E & F 346 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 
Staircase G 190 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 

Staircase H 310 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 

Staircase I 596 Built 1930-32 College Postcode 
Staircase J 533 Built 1930-32 College Postcode 

Staircase K 694 Built 1950-53 College Postcode 
Staircase L 684 Built 1950-53 College Postcode 
Staircase M 533 Built 1930-32 College Postcode 

Staircase N 650 Built 1930-32 College Postcode 
Staircase O 518 Built 1873-5 College Postcode 
Staircase P 483 Built 1873-5 College Postcode 

Staircase Q 78 Built 1873-5 College Postcode 

Staircase R 249 Built 1807-1811 College Postcode 

Staircase S 282 Built c1811-13 College Postcode 
Staircase T 379 Built c1811-13 College Postcode 

Staircase U 283 Built c1811-13 College Postcode 
Staircase V 172 Built c1811-13 College Postcode 

Dining Hall 217 Built 1818-20 College Postcode 

Kitchen and Buttery, Fellows Parlour and 

Offices over 

1,530.00 Built c1969 College Postcode 

Senior Common Room 100 Built 1969 College Postcode 

Squash Courts 155 Built c1950 College Postcode 
Howard Lodge 1,183.00 Built 1994 College Postcode 

Howard Building 510 Built 1985-1987 College Postcode 

Kenny A 706 Built 1960 College Postcode 

Kenny B 706 Built 1961-2 College Postcode 

Laundry and Plant Room 72 n/a College Postcode 
Chapel 262 Built 1950-53 College Postcode 
Butterfield Building (JCR) 316 Built 1987-8 College Postcode 

Library 1,071.00 Built c1992-3 College Postcode 
Porters Lodge 290 Built 1834 College Postcode 

Music Room 79 Built c1927 College Postcode 

Masters Lodge 769 Built 1807-1811 College Postcode 

Singer Building 1,404.00 Built 2000 College Postcode 
Howard Theatre 1,019.00 Built 2009-10 College Postcode 

Trinity New Field Pavilion (leasehold) 235 Leased from 2002 CB3 9LB 

Computer Room (rear of N) 36 n/a College Postcode 
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14 Regent Street - Griphon House 

(Residential uppers and part basement 

store) 

1,248.00 c.1911 - redeveloped to 

the rear, 2012 

College Postcode 

14 Regent Street - Retail Units (Ground 
and part basement) 

528.2 c.1911 College Postcode 

16-20 Regent Street (Richmond House)  c. 1870 (16-18), 1958 

(20); redeveloped in 

1988-9 

College Postcode 

Parkers House - Battcock Lodge (Student 

residence only) 

4,257.80 Built 1984 - 

redeveloped to 2016 

College Postcode 

Parkers House - Retail units (Ground and 

Basement) 

1,803.00 Built 1984 but original 

shops owned/built 

since at least 1890s 

College Postcode 

Art Gallery & Plant Room 133 Built 1903 - 

redeveloped to 2016 
College Postcode 

New Maintenance Workshop 129.2 2016 College Postcode 
New Groundsman's  Pavilion & Stores 46.5 2016 College Postcode 

Lensfield Road properties*    

Nos.20 Lensfield Road 300 1968 CB2 1EG 
Nos.22 Lensfield Road 300 1977 CB2 1EG 

Nos.24 Lensfield Road 525 1947 CB2 1EG 

No. 26 Lensfield Road n/a 2018 CB2 1EG 

Nos.28 Lensfield Road 247 1968 CB2 1EG 

Nos.30 Lensfield Road 253 1991 CB2 1EG 
Nos.32 Lensfield Road 225 1996 CB2 1EG 
Nos.34 Lensfield Road 466 1984 CB2 1EG 

Nos.36 Lensfield Road 312 1973 CB2 1EG 

Nos.38 Lensfield Road 312 1964 CB2 1EG 
Nos.40 Lensfield Road 275 1977 CB2 1EG 
Nos.42 Lensfield Road 275 1983 CB2 1EG 

Nos.44 Lensfield Road 305 1975 CB2 1EG 
Nos.46 Lensfield Road 310 1977 CB2 1EG 

Nos.50 Lensfield Road 260 1964 CB2 1EG 

No. 52 Lensfield Road n/a 2017 CB2 1EG 
Nos.54 Lensfield Road 291 1964 CB2 1EG 

Nos.56 Lensfield Road 285 1968 CB2 1EG 

Nos.58 Lensfield Road 325 1980 CB2 1EG 
No. 68 Regent Street 105.5 c.1925 CB2 1DP 

No. 70 Regent Street 345.8 c.1897 CB2 1DP 

No. 76 Regent Street 303.6 c2002 CB2 1DP 
No. 90-92 Regent Street n/a Pre 1948 CB2 1DP 
No. 96 Regent Street 244.7 2004 CB2 1DP 

Boathouse 950 1895 (rebuilt 2000) CB4 1ZA 
Flat 6 Barrington House, Southacre Drive, 

Cambridge 

n/a 2020 CB2 7TY 

*Land leased by the College as individual plots for building (by tenants) from c1899, on 99 year leases agreed in c1902, 

with the College retaining freehold. The leases on some of these were bought back by the College during the mid-

20th century but others were offered for sale to the tenants after a change in the law (The Leasehold Reform Act, 
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1967). Some of these have subsequently been bought back by the College. The acquisition date given is therefore either 

the date of the surrender of the lease or purchase of the property. 

 
 
20-09 - Downing admissions statistics 
I would like to request information on Downing College's undergraduate admissions statistics for the following, if 

available: 

1. -by type of school (state comprehensive, grammar, sixth form, FE tertiary and independent); 
2. -by ethnicity; 
3. -by POLAR quintile; 
4. -by IMD quintile; 

 for the most recent 5 years. 

 

Response 
I am pleased to provide you with the following information. 
 
1. Information concerning school type from the applicant’s UCAS application 

School type 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Academy 5 5 5 4 6 

Comprehensive 23 24 20 25 24 

EU 9 6 11 3 8 

Grammar 21 29 29 30 24 

Independent 45 41 43 39 37 

Overseas 8 14 11 16 12 

Tertiary 4 0 0 0 3 

Sixth Form College 12 12 7 9 13 

 
 
2. Information concerning ethnicity as declared on the applicant’s UCAS application. Please note that 2015 and 2016 
data is only available for undergraduates who are still studying at Downing College.  The data we have for these 
undergraduates relates to a small number and as Downing is a small community it is therefore not included (section 
40 exemption, personal data).  

2017 2018 2019 

Arab 0 1 0 

Asian or Asian British - Bangladeshi 2 1 0 

Asian or Asian British - Indian 12 15 12 

Asian or Asian British - Pakistani 1 3 5 

Black or Black British - African 0 2 5 

Chinese 16 19 11 

Mixed - White and Asian 4 6 9 

Mixed - White and Black African 1 1 1 

Mixed - White and Black Caribbean 0 1 0 

Other Asian background 6 5 8 

Other Ethnic background 1 1 3 

Other Mixed background 0 0 4 
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White 95 80 88 

Information refused 5 4 3 

 
 
3. The participation of local areas (POLAR) classification groups areas across the UK based on the proportion of the 
young population that participates in higher education. It looks at how likely young people are to participate in 
higher education across the UK and shows how this varies by area. Quintile 1 shows areas with the lowest rate of 
participation. Quintiles 1 and 2 are classified as ‘low participation neighbourhoods.’   

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Polar 3 Quintile 1 6 2 5 2 7 

Polar 3 Quintile 2 10 4 5 9 6 

Polar 3 Quintile 3 11 10 10 8 12 

Polar 3 Quintile 4 15 25 26 24 22 

Polar 3 Quintile 5 55 61 49 55 53 
      

Polar 4 Quintile 1 5 1 4 5 5 

Polar 4 Quintile 2 10 4 1 3 9 

Polar 4 Quintile 3 9 12 8 12 10 

Polar 4 Quintile 4 21 25 21 15 20 

Polar 4 Quintile 5 54 60 61 64 56 

 
 
4. Each country within the UK has created their own Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD). These measures assess 
geographical areas according to a number of different indicators of deprivation, including low income, 
unemployment, health deprivation and disability, education, skills and training deprivation, barriers to housing and 
services, crime, and living environment. As part of our use of contextual data in admissions, we flag applications in 
the lowest three deciles (1-3). More information about the use of contextual data in admissions can be found 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/contextual-data  
  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

IMD (home entrants) flag 4 4 6 9 12 

 
Please note the IMD flag is indicated either Y or N.  There are no recorded ‘IMD quintiles’. 
 
As outlined in the University of Cambridge Access and Widening Participation Plan, the University uses three 
measures to define ‘under-represented students’ and ‘disadvantaged households’. More information can be found 
in the access and widening participation plans dating back to 2006: 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/widening-participation/access-and-participation-plans. 
Downing College works towards the targets set in the University of Cambridge Access and Participation Plan with the 
Office for Students. Please see section 7, pages 26-31 at 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/university of cambridge app 2019 20.pdf. 
 
 

20-10 - Computer Science admissions statistics for 2020 entry 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I kindly request you to release the following information for the 2019-
2020 UCAS application cycle (2020 entry): 
For each Computer Science (G400) applicant: 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/contextual-data
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/widening-participation/access-and-participation-plans
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/university_of_cambridge_app_2019_20.pdf
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1. Number of A*s at GCSE 
2. A-level subjects and predicted grades 
3. Scores achieved at interview (1-10) 
4. Score in Paper 1, Paper 2, and the overall score in the CTMUA 
5. Number of contextual flags met 
6. Whether Downing College made an offer (y/n) 
7. If the offer was not made, whether the candidate was pooled (y/n) 
8. If the candidate was pooled, whether they were made an offer by another college (y/n) 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning Computer Science Admissions Statistics for 2020 
entry. There were 57 applications and Downing made two offers. Due to personal data concerns in reporting small 
numbers for our offer holders, please see the following answers. 
 
1. Of the 44 applicants who sat GCSE’s, numbers for A* are as follows: 
 

Number of 
applicants 
(44) 

Number of 
A* GCSE 

2 1 

3 2 

1 3 

3 4 

2 5 

5 6 

5 7 

5 8 

7 9 

7 10 

3 11 

1 12 

 
2.  A-Level predicted grades for 44 applicants:   
 

2. Predicted grades and subjects studied 

Biology = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A 

Computer Science = A Further Mathematics B (MEI) = A* Mathematics B (MEI) = A* Physics = A* 

Computer Science = A Mathematics = A Further Mathematics = A Physics B (Advancing Physics) = A 

Computer Science = A Mathematics = A Psychology = A* 

Computer Science = A* 

Computer Science = A* Mathematics (Pure & Applied) = A* Physics = A 

Computer Science = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A  

Computer Science = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics (Salters Horners) = A* Further Mathematics = A 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Further Mathematics = A* 
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Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Mathematics B (MEI) = A* Further Mathematics B (MEI) = A 

Further Mathematics = A 

Further Mathematics = A Computer Science = A* Mathematics = A* Physics A = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Chemistry A = A* Physics = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Physics A = A 

Further Mathematics = A* Economics = A* Physics = A*  

Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics = A* Philosophy = A* Computer Science = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Economics = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A Further Mathematics = A Physics = A Chemistry = A  

Mathematics = A* Chemistry = A Computer Science = A Physics = A 

Mathematics = A* Chemistry B (Salters) = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Economics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A Physics B (Advancing Physics) = A* Government & Politics = A*  

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Chemistry = A* Biology = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A*  

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A*  

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Economics = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A* Mathematics (Further) = A* Physics = A Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Computer Science = A* Further Mathematics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Physics A = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics A = A* Further Mathematics = A Computer Science = A* 

Physics = A* Computer Science = A* Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics (Pure & Applied) = A* 

Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Law = A 

Physics B (Advancing Physics) = A Chemistry = A* 

 
3. 34 applicants were invited for interview (most attended all four) and the unrelated scores (ranging from 3 – 9) in 
ascending order are as follows: 
 

3. All interview scores in ascending 
order 

Int. 1 Int. 2 Int. 3 Int. 4 

3 4 3 4 

3 4.5 4 4 
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4 5 4 4 

4 5 4 4 

4 5 4 4.5 

4 5 4 4.5 

4.5 5 4.5 4.5 

4.5 5 4.5 4.5 

4.5 5.5 5 5 

5 5.5 5 5 

5 5.5 5 5 

5 5.5 5 5 

5.5 5.5 5 5 

5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 

5.5 5.5 5.5 6 

6 6 5.5 6 

6 6 5.5 6 

6 6 5.5 6 

6 6 6 6 

6 6 6 6 

6.5 6.5 6 6.5 

6.5 7 6 6.5 

6.5 7 6 6.5 

6.5 7.5 6.5 8 

7 7.5 6.5 8 

7 8 7 8 

7 8 7 8 

7 8.5 7 8 

7 8.5 8 8.5 

7.5 8.5 8 9 

7.5 9 - - 

8 - - - 

8 - - - 

8.5 - - - 

 
4. There were 55 CTMUA scores and the unrelated results (ranging from 1.1 – 9.0) in ascending order are as follows: 
 

CTMUA 1 CTMUA 2 CTMUA 
OVERALL 

1.1 1.8 2.6 

2 2.5 3 

2.8 3.1 3 

2.8 3.1 3 

2.8 3.7 3.3 

2.8 3.7 3.3 
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3.5 3.7 3.3 

3.5 3.7 3.6 

3.5 3.7 3.9 

3.5 3.7 3.9 

3.5 4.3 3.9 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.5 

4.2 4.3 4.5 

4.2 4.3 4.5 

4.2 4.8 4.5 

4.2 4.8 4.5 

4.2 4.8 4.8 

4.2 4.8 4.8 

4.2 4.8 5.1 

4.8 5.4 5.1 

4.8 5.4 5.1 

4.8 5.4 5.4 

4.8 5.4 5.4 

4.8 5.4 5.4 

4.8 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.9 5.9 5.4 

5.9 6.5 5.9 

5.9 6.5 5.9 

5.9 6.5 5.9 

5.9 6.5 6.2 

6.5 6.5 6.2 

6.5 6.5 6.5 

6.5 6.5 6.5 

6.7 6.5 6.6 

6.7 6.8 6.7 

6.7 6.8 6.7 

6.7 6.8 7 

6.9 7 7 

6.9 7 7.1 

7.2 7 7.1 

7.2 7 7.1 
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7.4 7.3 7.2 

7.7 7.3 7.2 

7.7 7.3 7.5 

8 8.1 7.9 

9 9 8.1 

9 9 9 

 
5. The number of contextual flags met were for 24 applicants: 
 

5. Contextual 
flags 

1 x 5 

1 x 4 

1 x 3 

7 x 2 

14 x 1 

 
6. Downing made offers to two candidates. 
 
7-8. 15 candidates were pooled and we are aware that two of these candidates were subsequently made offers. 
Please note, we no longer have access to some CamSIS data about applicants who were pooled and offered a place 
by another Cambridge College.  This includes their CTMUA scores. 
 
 

20-11 - Student deaths and intermissions 
Over the past 10 academic years (from 2008/2009 to 2018/2019), please could you provide me with the following 
information: 
 
1. The total number of deaths of students at the college, who had at the time of death matriculated (including 
students who had intermitted, or were on year abroad) but had not yet graduated. 
a. If the number for any of the following categories surpasses 5, please additionally provide the breakdown of 
student deaths between undergraduate and postgraduate levels of study. 
 
2. The number of students, out of the total number of deaths, which were  
(if applicable): 
a. put by the college on a ‘warning list’ - or were classified as a danger to themselves for reasons of mental health - 
by the college either informally or formally, if your college has such a procedure. 
b. whose cause of death was suicide. 
c. If the number for any of the following categories surpasses 5, please additionally provide the breakdown of the 
numbers between undergraduate and postgraduate levels of study for parts 2. (a.) and (b.). 
 
For the past 5 academic years (from 2014/2015 to 2018/2019), please could you provide me with the following 
information: 
 
3. The total number of intermissions by students, who had at the time of intermission matriculated (including those 
on year abroad) but had not yet graduated. 
a. If the number for any of the following categories surpasses 5, please additionally provide the breakdown of 
student intermissions between undergraduate and postgraduate levels of study. 
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4. From this total number, the number of intermissions for which the primary reason for intermission was due to 
mental health issues. 
a. If the number for each category surpasses 5, please additionally provide the breakdown of this number between 
undergraduate and postgraduate levels of study. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning student deaths and intermissions. 
 
Over the past 10 academic years (i.e. 2008/09 – 2018/19) there has been one postgraduate student death, who at 
the time of death had matriculated but had not yet graduated. Please note, we do not record the cause of death. 
 
Concerning undergraduate intermissions (we do not record postgraduate intermissions) I can confirm that there 
have been 48 intermissions over the past five years (i.e. since 2014/15) and 44 of these were for health reasons. 
Please note, we cannot provide any further details concerning reasons for intermitting. 
 
 

20-12 - Current offer holders BMAT scores A100 Medicine (2020 entry) 
Please may I request the BMAT scores (Section 1, 2 and 3) of the current offer holders for the A100 Medicine Course 
for 2020 entry.  
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning the BMAT scores (Section 1, 2 and 3) of the current 
offer holders for the A100 Medicine Course for 2020 entry.  
 
Please note that we have 15 offer holders and the scores range as follows: 
 

 Section 1: 5.1 – 9.0 

 Section 2: 5.1 – 7.3 

 Section 3: 2.5 – 4.5 

 
 
20-13 - College non-disclosure agreements 
Under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to you on behalf of Varsity, to request the 
following information about non-disclosure agreements arranged by your College. 
 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning non-disclosure or settlement agreements entered 
into by the College since 2009/10. 
 
Please note, given the low numbers of settlement agreements that the College has entered into, we are unable to 
provide you with more precise details than those given below as to do so could enable the identification of the 
individuals directly or indirectly from the information disclosed to you. (I.e. the requested information is personal 
data within the meaning of the EU General Data Protection Act 2018 (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018). 
Therefore, the College has determined that the precise information requested is exempt from disclosure to you 
because of the operation of a legal exemption contained in section 40(2) and 40(3A) of the FOIA. 
  
1. Per academic year since 2009-2010, how many non-disclosure agreements have been entered into between your 
college and: 

a. an undergraduate student? 
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ANS: None 
b. a postgraduate student? 
ANS: None 
c. a member of academic staff? 
ANS: None 
d. a member of non-academic staff? 
ANS: An average of fewer than one settlement agreement per year. 

 
2. Per academic year since 2009-2010, how much money has your college paid in relation to non-disclosure 
agreements? 
This information, when considered in conjunction with the information requested in Question 1(d) amounts to 
personal data, the disclosure of which would amount to a breach of principle 1 of the GDPR. It is therefore exempt 
from disclosure to you under section 40(2) and 40(3A) of the FOIA. 
 
3. Per academic year since 2009-2010, how many non-disclosure agreements at your college have related to: 

a. student grievances relating to academic circumstances - e.g. concerns about the course or teaching? 
                ANS: None 

b. student grievances relating to sexual assault or harassment? 
ANS: None 
c. university/college welfare provision? 

                ANS: None 
d. research findings? 
ANS: None 
e. research circumstances?  
ANS: None 
f. other? 
ANS: An average of fewer than one settlement agreement per year. 

 
 
20-14 - Prevent duty 
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, or the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, 
to request the following information about the university's compliance with the Prevent duty.  
The following questions cover the past five academic years, i.e. 2015-16; 2016-17; 2017-18; 2018-19; 2019-20 (to 
date): 
 
1.a How many students have been referred for specialist support under Prevent? 
1.b In how many of these cases did your Prevent lead become involved? 
1.c In how many of these cases was external advice sought from multi-agency partners? Please state which partners. 
1.d How many of these cases were referred to the Channel programme? 
1.e In how many of these cases were students monitored?   
1.f How many students have been excluded/suspended/expelled/dismissed due to Prevent concerns? 
 
2.a What is the procedure for monitoring students identified as posing a risk?  
2.b What precautionary measures has the university imposed on students identified as posing a risk? 
 
3. Could you break down referrals to your Prevent coordinator by: 
 
3.a ethnicity 
3.b Islamic/Islamist extremism 
3.c Far right extremism 
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3.d other extremism (please state) 
 
4. Please provide a copy of the university's Prevent strategy. 
 
5. What level of risk has the Office for Students assessed your institution as posing under Prevent? 
 
6. How many visits did you receive from the Department for Education's regional Prevent coordinators over each of 
the past five years? 
 

Response 
Concerning you questions 1 & 3 we have not referred any students under Prevent over the past five academic years, 
i.e. 2015-16; 2016-17; 2017-18; 2018-19; 2019-20 (to date).  
 
Concerning your questions 2, 4, 5 & 6, may I suggest that you contact the University, and in the first instance please 
see the University website regarding this topic: https://prevent.admin.cam.ac.uk/ and key contacts at 
https://prevent.admin.cam.ac.uk/key-contacts  
 
 

20-15 - Correspondence concerning sexual assault, sexual harassment, and rape  
Under the Freedom of Information act, I am requesting copies of correspondence between: 
  
- Downing College’s Master 
- Downing College’s Senior Tutor 
- Members of Downing College’s Governing Body/College Council 
  
For clarity, I am requesting correspondence between any two (or more) of these listed parties. Could I please have 
the full email threads/replies to fully understand the context of the correspondence. 
  
- Containing the following words - sexual assault, sexual harassment, rape  
  
- Since September 2018. If you cannot go back this far within the time and cost constraints imposed by the act, 
please provide as much as you can, going backwards from the present date. 

 
Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning any correspondence containing the words “sexual 
assault”, “sexual harassment” or “rape” between the Master, Senior Tutor and the whole of the Governing Body 
since September 2018.  I have to advise you that we are unable to supply you with this information for the following 
reasons. 
 
Downing’s Governing Body has consisted of 47-50 members since September 2018 and the date of your request; 
therefore we calculate that it would not be possible for them to make a search of all their correspondence within the 
18hr time limit allowed under section 12 of the Act. Members do not use their email accounts exclusively for College 
business as most have academic roles within the University. Therefore, each member would have about 20 minutes 
to undertake a search which would not be sufficient time to locate and retrieve any relevant correspondence, and 
this would still be the case even if we were to shorten the time range of the search. 
 
 

20-16 - Non-disclosure fees and agreements 
Under the Freedom of Information act I would like to know the following:  

https://prevent.admin.cam.ac.uk/
https://prevent.admin.cam.ac.uk/key-contacts
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 How much Downing College has paid in non-disclosure agreement fees for sexual assault and harassment 
cases made by students over the last five academic years (2018-2019, 2017-2018, 2016-2017, 2015-2016, 
2014-2015). 

 The individual payment amounts for non-disclosure agreements by Downing College over the same time 
period. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College concerning non-disclosure agreement fees. 
Please note, we do not write non-disclosure agreements but on occasion we have negotiated individual settlement 
agreements; however, we have no such agreements covering the cases you have outlined.  
 
 

20-17 - Sexual assault complaints made by students 
I request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act. I would like to know the following: 
  

 The number of sexual assault complaints made by students at Downing college in the last five academic 
years (2018-2019, 2017-2018, 2016-2017, 2015-2016, 2014-2015).  

 How many of those complaints at Downing College have been resolved, dismissed or are ongoing.  
 

Response 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College concerning complaints of sexual assault 
made by students. 
 
May I direct you to our latest published information concerning this, which is the anonymised copy of the response 
we gave to a requestor last September. This can be found in our 2019 Disclosure Log, Ref 19-37 - page 36 (also see 
earlier in the year, Ref 19-15): https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019 nov.pdf 
 
 

20-18 / 20-25 - Graduate housing stock 

I am writing to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act relating to your housing stock available to 
graduate students. 

Please could you provide a spreadsheet (in Excel or CSV format) showing the following information for all single 
occupancy rooms which are available to graduate students: 

Location of room (block / building) 
Weekly rental cost of room (£) 
Whether room is ensuite (Y/N) 
Whether room is a self-contained flat (Y/N) 

I would also like to know whether, for any of the rooms, there are any charges not included in the cost of the weekly 
rent (e.g. fixed kitchen charge, electricity/gas, internet, insurance etc.). 

I do not require the data for couples/family accommodation. 

Response 
Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning our graduate housing stock. Please see the following 
table. This is based on the current academic year 2019/20 and on single occupancy accommodation. 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019_nov.pdf
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Please note, we charge a fixed, all-inclusive Residence Charge with 'no hidden extras'. All electricity, heating, water, 
cleaning, maintenance, insurance and network services are included in the weekly Residence Charge. We do not 
charge a termly catering facilities charge. More details concerning this can be found on our website 
at:https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
20-19 - Black students admitted to the College over the past 4 years 
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following information: 

  
1. The number of UK-domiciled black students who applied to the college over the past four years (2016, 2017, 

2018 and 2019)  
2. The number of UK-domiciled black students who received offers from the college over the past four years 

(2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019)  
3. The number of UK-domiciled black students who were admitted to the college over the past four years 

(2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019)  
4. I would like an annual breakdown of the data  

I would prefer to receive the information electronically. 
 

Response 

Location Number 
of 
Rooms 

Ensuite/Shared £193 £187 £180 £175 £170 £165 £160 £155 £149 £140 

Battcock 
Lodge 

78 Ensuite 14 23 28 0 12 1         

70 
Regent 
Street 

6 shared facilities           1 2 3     

20 
Lensfield 
Road 

5 Ensuite     4 1             

20 
Lensfield 
Road 

4 shared facilities           2   1   1 

22 
Lensfield 
Road 

5 Ensuite     4 1             

22 
Lensfield 
Road 

4 shared facilities           2   1   1 

50 
Lensfield 
Road 

5 shared facilities           3   2     

Singer 
Building 

24 Ensuite         2 22         

34 
Lensfield 
Rd 

3 shared facilities             2 1     

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges


Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log: Jan-Dec 2020 

 

22 
 

Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning UK-domiciled black students admitted to the College. As 
we don’t hold this information, please may I suggest that you contact Cambridge University directly (please see: 
https://www.information-compliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/foi/request) who I understand will provide the data.  
 

 
20-20 - Computer Science admissions statistics for 2020 entry 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I kindly request you to release the following information for the 2019-
2020 UCAS application cycle (2020 entry). For each Computer Science (G400) applicant: 
 
1. Number of Grade 9s at GCSE 
2. A-level subjects and predicted grades 
3. Scores achieved at interview (1-10) 
4. Score in Paper 1, Paper 2, and the overall score in the CTMUA 
5. Number of contextual flags met 
6. Whether Downing College made an offer (y/n) 
7. If the offer was not made, whether the candidate was pooled (y/n) 
8. If the candidate was pooled, whether they were made an offer by another college (y/n) 
9. UK national or overseas candidate  
10 State or private school  
11 Ethnicity data  
12 How many students had decision maths modules at A-level /GCSE?  

 
Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning Computer Science Admissions Statistics for 2020 
entry. There were 57 applications and Downing subsequently made two offers. Due to personal data concerns in 
reporting small numbers for our offer holders, please see the following answers. 
 
1. Of the 44 applicants who sat GCSE’s, numbers for A* are as follows.  
 

Number of 
applicants 
(44) 

Number of 
A* GCSE 

2 1 

3 2 

1 3 

3 4 

2 5 

5 6 

5 7 

5 8 

7 9 

7 10 

3 11 

1 12 

 
1b. Please note, numerical grades were given for the first time in 2017 for specifications that first started teaching in 
2015. This means that any GCSE grades for exams taken prior to 2017 were still graded alphabetically. Additionally, 

https://www.information-compliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/foi/request


Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log: Jan-Dec 2020 

 

23 
 

iGCSE grades are still alphabetical and a number of applicants will have taken a combination of both GCSEs and 
iGCSEs, therefore resulting in some very low numbers of grade 9s when the iGCSEs taken at the same time may have 
resulted in A*s (as above). Results for 36 Grade 9s are as follows: 
 

Number of 
applicants 
(36) 

Number of 
Grade 9s at 
GCSE 

5 0 

6 1 

2 2 

3 3 

6 4 

7 5 

2 6 

2 7 

2 8 

1 10 

 
2.  A-Level predicted grades for 44 applicants:   
 

2. Predicted grades and subjects studied 

Biology = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A 

Computer Science = A Further Mathematics B (MEI) = A* Mathematics B (MEI) = A* Physics = A* 

Computer Science = A Mathematics = A Further Mathematics = A Physics B (Advancing Physics) = A 

Computer Science = A Mathematics = A Psychology = A* 

Computer Science = A* 

Computer Science = A* Mathematics (Pure & Applied) = A* Physics = A 

Computer Science = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A  

Computer Science = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics (Salters Horners) = A* Further Mathematics = A 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Further Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* 

Computer Science = A* Physics = A* Mathematics B (MEI) = A* Further Mathematics B (MEI) = A 

Further Mathematics = A 

Further Mathematics = A Computer Science = A* Mathematics = A* Physics A = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Chemistry A = A* Physics = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Physics A = A 

Further Mathematics = A* Economics = A* Physics = A*  

Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics = A* Philosophy = A* Computer Science = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Economics = A* 

Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A Further Mathematics = A Physics = A Chemistry = A  
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Mathematics = A* Chemistry = A Computer Science = A Physics = A 

Mathematics = A* Chemistry B (Salters) = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Economics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A Physics B (Advancing Physics) = A* Government & Politics = A*  

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Chemistry = A* Biology = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A*  

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A*  

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A* Further Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Economics = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A* Mathematics (Further) = A* Physics = A Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics = A* Physics = A* Computer Science = A* Further Mathematics = A* 

Mathematics = A* Physics A = A* Computer Science = A* 

Mathematics A = A* Further Mathematics = A Computer Science = A* 

Physics = A* Computer Science = A* Further Mathematics = A* Mathematics (Pure & Applied) = A* 

Physics = A* Mathematics = A* Computer Science = A* Law = A 

Physics B (Advancing Physics) = A Chemistry = A* 

 
3. 34 applicants were invited for interview (most attended all four) and the unrelated range of scores (from 3 – 9) in 
ascending order are as follows: 
 

All interview scores in ascending order 

Int. 1 Int. 2 Int. 3 Int. 4 

3 4 3 4 

3 4.5 4 4 

4 5 4 4 

4 5 4 4 

4 5 4 4.5 

4 5 4 4.5 

4.5 5 4.5 4.5 

4.5 5 4.5 4.5 

4.5 5.5 5 5 

5 5.5 5 5 

5 5.5 5 5 

5 5.5 5 5 

5.5 5.5 5 5 

5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 

5.5 5.5 5.5 6 

6 6 5.5 6 
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6 6 5.5 6 

6 6 5.5 6 

6 6 6 6 

6 6 6 6 

6.5 6.5 6 6.5 

6.5 7 6 6.5 

6.5 7 6 6.5 

6.5 7.5 6.5 8 

7 7.5 6.5 8 

7 8 7 8 

7 8 7 8 

7 8.5 7 8 

7 8.5 8 8.5 

7.5 8.5 8 9 

7.5 9 - - 

8 - - - 

8 - - - 

8.5 - - - 

 
4. There were 55 CTMUA scores and the unrelated results (ranging from 1.1 – 9.0) in ascending order are as follows: 
 

CTMUA 1 CTMUA 2 CTMUA 
OVERALL 

1.1 1.8 2.6 

2 2.5 3 

2.8 3.1 3 

2.8 3.1 3 

2.8 3.7 3.3 

2.8 3.7 3.3 

3.5 3.7 3.3 

3.5 3.7 3.6 

3.5 3.7 3.9 

3.5 3.7 3.9 

3.5 4.3 3.9 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.2 

4.2 4.3 4.5 

4.2 4.3 4.5 

4.2 4.3 4.5 

4.2 4.8 4.5 

4.2 4.8 4.5 
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4.2 4.8 4.8 

4.2 4.8 4.8 

4.2 4.8 5.1 

4.8 5.4 5.1 

4.8 5.4 5.1 

4.8 5.4 5.4 

4.8 5.4 5.4 

4.8 5.4 5.4 

4.8 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.3 5.9 5.4 

5.9 5.9 5.4 

5.9 6.5 5.9 

5.9 6.5 5.9 

5.9 6.5 5.9 

5.9 6.5 6.2 

6.5 6.5 6.2 

6.5 6.5 6.5 

6.5 6.5 6.5 

6.7 6.5 6.6 

6.7 6.8 6.7 

6.7 6.8 6.7 

6.7 6.8 7 

6.9 7 7 

6.9 7 7.1 

7.2 7 7.1 

7.2 7 7.1 

7.4 7.3 7.2 

7.7 7.3 7.2 

7.7 7.3 7.5 

8 8.1 7.9 

9 9 8.1 

9 9 9 

 
5. The number of contextual flags met were for 24 applicants: 
 

Contextual flags 

1 x 5 

1 x 4 

1 x 3 
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7 x 2 

14 x 1 

 
6. Downing made offers to two candidates. 
 
7-8. 15 candidates were pooled and we are aware that two of these candidates were subsequently made offers. 
Please note, we no longer have access to some CamSIS data about applicants who were pooled and offered a place 
by another Cambridge College.  This includes their CTMUA scores. 
 
9. Please note there are three categories of fee status and numbers are as follows: 
 

Fee status 
 

Overseas 12 

UK 35 

EU 8 

 
10. Categories are either Independent or Maintained but these equate to Private or State: 
 

 
School 

 

Maintained 26 

Independent 9 

n/a 20 

 
11. Please note, the ethnicity information will only be made available for applicants at the end of the admissions 
round – which is the end of August after the final confirmation of places has been made.  So, we should have 
ethnicity information about the 2020 entry applicants by the end of September 2020.  
 
12. This data is not available to us. 
 
 

20-21 - Out-of-term accommodation for international students 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning out-of-term accommodation and storage for 
international students. I have provided answers to your questions below but please note, these are based on 
undergraduate students as postgraduate students have all year-round agreements and their storage requirements 
are also different. 
 
1. Is there accommodation available outside of term time at Downing? 

Ans: Yes, subject to students submitting the necessary application and this being authorised by their Tutor or 

DoS. 

2. If so, are students able to stay in the same room as they use during term time? 

Ans: It depends on the location of their room, if possible then yes they can, otherwise an alternative room is 

offered. 

3. Is there an extra charge to use college accommodation outside of term time? 

Ans: Normal rent band rates apply for any period of accommodation outside of Normal Periods of Residency 

(NPR). 
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4. Are students able to store belongings over vacations? 

Ans: Yes they are. 

5. If so, how much are they able to store?  

Ans: Five items maximum (luggage and/or boxes). There are specific guidelines and requirements students 

have to adhere to: please see the Student Accommodation Handbook, particularly page 13: 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accommodation handbook.pdf  

6. Is there a storage fee? 

Ans: No, there is not a storage fee. 

 
 

20-22 - May Ball accounts for 2019 
I am writing to request a disclosure of the total money spent by Downing College on the 2019 May Ball.  Please could 
you let me know if you can disclose this information? 

 
Response 
Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning the total money spent by the College on the 2019 May 
Ball. I can’t provide you with that specific information as it is commercially sensitive (section 43 exemption) but I 
have attached a copy of the accounts which we will be filing with Companies House, and I hope this will be of 
interest. 

 
 
20-23 - Sexual allegations / study abroad students 
I am writing to make the following Freedom of Information request: 
  
How many sexual assault allegations were made to Downing College between January 2010 and January 2020? If 
possible, could I get this information broken down by year? 
Additionally, how many study abroad students have attended Downing College each year between 2010 and 2020, 
and how many of these students were American? 

 
Response 
Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning sexual assault allegations and study abroad or exchange 
programme students, between 2010 and 2020. 
 
Concerning your first query, I can direct you to our latest published information concerning this, which is the 
anonymised copy of the response we gave to a requestor last September. This can be found in our 2019 Disclosure 
Log, Ref 19-37 - page 36 (also see earlier in the year, Ref 19-15): 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019 nov.pdf 
 
The number of exchange programme students for each academic year are as follows: 

2010-11 6 

2011-12 1 

2012-13 1 

2013-14 2 

2014-15 2 

2015-16 4 

2016-17 7 

2017-18 3 

2018-19 3 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accommodation_handbook.pdf
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019_nov.pdf
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2019-20 4 

 
Of these 33 students, only one was from the United States. 
 
 

20-24 - Application and admissions statistics for students who self-identify as having a 
disability 
I was wondering if it would be possible for me to receive some statistics on the disabled participation statistics for 
the College. Our incoming Access Officer has already made serval FOI requests in College but unfortunately Disabled 
Participation was not one of them. He said I might be able to make this request directly to you, if this is not accurate 
I am sorry for wasting your time, and could you please point me in the right direction? I would like to see the 
application and admissions statistics for those who self-identify as having a disability, if that would be possible!  

 

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning application and admissions statistics for those students 

who self-identify as having a disability. We are treating this as a request under the FOI Act, and I am pleased 
to provide you with the following information. 
 
The figures for the current admissions round and the previous two are below. Please also note the following points: 
 
1. We do not have access to data for any applicant who applied to Downing but was subsequently offered a place at 
another College through the Intercollegiate Pool; 
2. The data is for disability declared to UCAS at time of application only;   
3. The offer-holders with declared disability for 2020 entry may not be the eventual number of confirmed places for 
2020 entry since not all of the offer-holders may meet the conditions of their offer. 
 
2020 entry 
Applicants with declared disability: 73 
Offer-holders with declared disability: 18 
 
2019 entry 
Applicants with declared disability: 49 
Applicants admitted with declared disability: 7 
 
2018 entry 
Applicants with declared disability: 50 
Applicants admitted with declared disability: 11 
 

20-26 - Complaints about sexual misconduct and sexual harassment from 2017 
I am writing to make an FOI request which falls under four parts.  
 
I would like to request the total number of complaints received by the college about sexual misconduct, including 
sexual harassment, for each year from 2017 to the present day. 
 
Please would you break the figures down by complaints where the respondent is a student and complaints where 
the respondent is a staff member. 
 
Secondly, how many of these complaints proceeded to an internal hearing by the college? 
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I would like to request the dates of internal hearings from 2017 to present day.  
 
I would like to know the outcome of each hearing,  
 

 Was the complaint dismissed with no further action and for what reason 
 Was the respondent found in breach of college policy 
 If so, what was their sanction e.g. 

o Restriction of movement on campus 
o Suspension 
o Expulsion (or sacking in the case of a staff member) 

 
For the third part of the request, if there are any minutes taken from these hearings, I would like to be sent the 
minutes with all sensitive information redacted. 
 
Lastly, could you please attach the college’s harassment policy? 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning complaints to the College about sexual assault, 
including sexual harassment. 
 
Please can I direct you to our latest published information concerning this, which is the anonymised copy of the 
response we gave to a requestor last September and we believe is still valid. This can be found in our 2019 Disclosure 
Log, Ref 19-37 - page 36 (also see earlier in the year, Ref 19-15): 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019 nov.pdf 
 
Please note, guidance and support and our Harassment and Sexual Misconduct Policy can be found on our public 
website at http://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/students/respect-and-dignity/harassment-and-sexual-misconduct-policy  and 
it contains instructions about how to make a complaint to the College. We also publish full details regarding our 
Harassment and Sexual Misconduct Policy and our Sexual Assault Policy on our website at 
http://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/students/respect-and-dignity. 
 
 

20-27 - Medicine A100 admissions statistics 2017-2019 
I am requesting data from 2017, 2018 and 2019 entry, relating to medicine A100. These data are threefold: number 
of applications; number of interviews undertaken; number of offers given.  
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning Medicine A100 admissions for 2017, 2018 and 2019. 
Please see the following table with the figures: 
 

  2017 2018 2019 

No of Applications 57 105 74 

No of Interviews 42 68 48 

No of Offers 16 17 17 

 
 
 
 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019_nov.pdf
http://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/students/respect-and-dignity/harassment-and-sexual-misconduct-policy
http://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/students/respect-and-dignity
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20-28 - M100 Law - statistics for 2020 entry 
May I request that you provide me with the following data, for 2020 entry regarding applications made for the M100 
BA in Laws programme: 
 
a) The number of applications made to Downing college to read Law (2020 entry)  
b) Number of offers made by Downing College; 
c) Number of Applicants put into the pool by Downing to be considered to study Law by other colleges; 
d) Of those put into the pool for Law, the number of applicants that were successful in gaining an offer from another 
college; 
e) Of those who received an offer for Law for 2020 entry by Downing (direct offer), the number of Home students 
(UK, excluding EU or international students). 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning M100 Law statistics for 2020 entry. I can provide you 
with the answers to your question a-e as follows: 
 
a) There were 119 Law applicants in 2020 
b) Downing made 11 offers to study Law 
c) 43 Applicants were pooled 
d) 12 applicants who were pooled by Downing were then chosen by other colleges 
e) 10 students are home students out of the 11 offers for 2020 entry. 
 
 

20-29 - Support for workers during Cov-19 pandemic 
Further to your request to Mr Bookbinder concerning support for workers during the Covid-19 pandemic, we are 
answering your request under the Freedom of Information Act. We are also replying earlier than is required under 
the Act in order to meet your deadline. 
 
Downing College has placed on furlough for the month of April 2020 a number of staff who meet the relevant 
criteria for the Government’s Covid-19 Job Retention Scheme. Where the rate of pay is variable, a monthly average 
is being used as the basis for calculation for their April pay. This is being paid at a minimum of 80% for all those on 
furlough, including casuals, and is being topped up by the College to 100% for those on permanent or fixed-term 
staff contracts.  
 
The College has taken the decision to reimburse essential travel costs to and from work for all key workers, although 
very few staff are currently working at the College. Those who are at work are fulfilling key roles to maintain 
essential services, such as maintaining site security, catering for residents, and responding to maintenance 
emergencies. Two catering staff, practising strictly enforced social distancing, provide take-away meals and groceries 
to the 67 students who remain on site. Some housekeeping staff deliver cleaning supplies and clean empty houses. 
Porters are necessary for security purposes and for the protection of our residents, and stringent safety measures 
have been put in place through a process of risk assessments. For example, Perspex screens have been fitted for 
extra protection and a strictly observed system of calling in advance for collecting parcels is in place. Every risk 
assessment will be different depending on the task but, where there is any form of PPE identified as a control 
measure, it will be provided and its use will be mandatory, and this would be the case even without the Covid-19 
requirements. We have also received confirmation from our third party suppliers that similarly appropriate safe 
systems of work are in place including undertaking Covid-19 risk assessments for their workers.  
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20-30 - Three requests from Varsity concerning our Covid-19 response 
The following is a statement attributable to a spokesperson for Collegiate Cambridge, following discussion with 
Bursarial representatives of the 31 Colleges.  It aims to address a number of recent enquiries from Varsity. 
  
In the past week, Varsity has sent three separate requests to Colleges in relation to their responses to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  These are: 
  

 18 April  - “Varsity inquiry- financial implications of college closures” 

 23 April – “Varsity News Inquiry - Furloughed Staff Members” 

 24 April  -  “Request for comment” 
  
The Colleges have been liaising on many of their activities and have decided to provide you with a collective response 
to your individual emails. 
  
Please find below a statement from all Colleges attributable to a Collegiate Cambridge spokesperson, followed by 
some guidance from the College Bursars’ Committee. 
  
Statement begins: 
“Colleges at the University of Cambridge are making every effort we can to support our staff, while maintaining the 
best experience possible for our students against a backdrop of significant and immediate losses to the income which 
sustains our community.” 
  
“The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is unprecedented and has demanded that we respond rapidly to a constantly 
changing environment in spite of suddenly imposed changes to our working practices.” 
Statement ends.  
  
Guidance 

 Colleges have not charged rent to their students who are not in residence for the Easter Term. This has meant an 
immediate loss in income of about £35 million.  For those students in residence, related charges for dining facilities 
etc. have also been cancelled or significantly reduced, depending on the level of remaining services. 

 Colleges expect to lose a total of £25 million from conferences and dining between now and the start of 
Michaelmas 2020. 

 Colleges have committed to continuing the payment of Cambridge Bursary Scheme bursaries, other College-based 
tuition and maintenance bursaries, and rent bursaries (where they operate and where students have remained in 
residence); 

 Colleges have continued their usual hardship schemes as well as supporting applications to the University’s new 
COVID-19-related hardship scheme; 

 Under the UK government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) “Furlough scheme”, Colleges have 
committed to pay 100 percent of staff salaries to those who go on leave for the time being. Staff retain full benefits 
and employment rights (including College pension contributions) over that period. The Colleges are then eligible 
to apply to recoup up to 80 percent of salary costs through CJRS.  

 Colleges have made provisions for employees who cannot work – either because of their personal circumstances 
or because there is no work for them to do – to stay at home and receive full pay.  

 To date, no employee has been required to take a pay reduction, and the Colleges are meeting the 20% of all staff 
costs not covered by the government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme.   

 Many Colleges have also committed to paying staff where there is an existing long-standing relationship, but who 
are employed without fixed and regular hours of working, either in line with their policies for permanent 
employees or by providing access to the government levels of furlough pay.  
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20-31 - Complaints about sexual misconduct and sexual harassment from 2017 (revised) 
I would like to update my request. I would like the total number of complaints made since 2017. As this is not broken 
down by year I assume it might exceed the 0-5 to limit. For each complaint, I would like to know whether it was a 
complaint of harassment or sexual assault, whether it was made about a member of staff or student and what the 
outcome of the complaint was.  
 
I would also like any minutes from meetings/hearings relating to these cases with all sensitive data redacted so these 
documents do not reveal personal information about the individuals involved. If this second part of the request 
exceeds the time limit for FOIs, I would like the minutes from cases from 2019-2020.  

 
Response 
Thank you for your further FoI request concerning sexual misconduct and sexual assault since 2017.  
 
Following the guidance provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office when reporting small numbers* I can 
confirm that we have 0-5 incidents on record since 2017 to the present. As Downing is a small community there is a 
risk that an individual case could be identified (section 40(2) exemption, personal information) if any details were 
published. I can confirm though that we do take any complaint of alleged sexual assault or harassment very 
seriously; action is taken, any matters are investigated and alleged perpetrators interviewed and appropriate 
measures taken. Furthermore, no student has been expelled, or staff dismissed, from the College as a result of a 
sexual assault/harassment complaint, and the College has not needed to refer any matters to the police. 
 
*The Information Commissioner recommended the use of “0-5” (or fewer than 5) in 2017 on the same topic; please 
see https://ico.org.uk/media/action-weve-taken/decision-notices/2017/2172649/fs50682996.pdf. The case 
concerned King’s College in Cambridge and when discussing the merits of the argument about small numbers 
changing over time, the Information Commissioner recommended the use of “0-5” in this case, stating (para 28): 

The Commissioner also notes that the phrase ‘less than [sic] 5’ is often used in the suppression of the 
individual numbers of ‘0, 1,2,3,4 and 5’. Therefore, it would be possible for the College to respond to the third 
request dated 29 March 2017 using the ‘less than [sic] 5’ response even if the response for the current 
academic year is the same ‘nil’ response as the previous five years. 

 
 

20-32 - Admission statistics from private schools 
I write to request the number of students accepted to Downing College Cambridge in the academic year 2019-20, 
academic year 2018-19, and academic year 2017-18  from the Clarendon Schools (Charterhouse, Eton, Harrow, 
Merchant Taylors', Rugby, Shrewsbury, St Paul's, Westminster and Winchester). 
As well as: The total number of accepted applicants at Downing College Cambridge in the academic year 2019-20, 
academic year 2018-19, and academic year 2017-18, regardless of educational background. 

 

Response 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College concerning specific private school 
admissions. In order to answer your request I have provided the following table. 
  

2017 

entry 

2018 

entry 

2019 

entry 

Total admitted (all educational backgrounds) 129 123 127 

Harrow School 0 0 0 

https://ico.org.uk/media/action-weve-taken/decision-notices/2017/2172649/fs50682996.pdf
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Eton College 2 2 0 

Winchester College 0 0 1 

St Paul's School 1 0 1 

Charterhouse 0 0 0 

Merchant Taylors' School 1 1 0 

Rugby School 0 0 0 

Shrewsbury School 0 0 0 

Westminster School 2 0 2 

 
 

20-33 – Kitchen fixed charge for students and residents during lockdown 
I am writing as a reporter for Varsity and would like to inquire about the college’s policy regarding the Kitchen Fixed 
Charge (or equivalent, such as the Establishment Charge). I would greatly appreciate it if you were able to answer 
the following questions: 

1. Is the college still making students, who are remaining in residence at the college, either undergraduate or 
postgraduate, pay the Kitchen Fixed Charge? 

2. Why did the college come to the decision that they did over whether to continue charging the fee? 

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College which we are answering under the Freedom of Information Act. 

You will be aware of the collegiate response sent to Varsity on 27th April by Paul Casciato, the University News and 

Communications Manager, which contained the following statement: 

Colleges have not charged rent to their students who are not in residence for the Easter Term. This has meant an 

immediate loss in income of about £35 million.  For those students in residence, related charges for dining facilities etc. 

have also been cancelled or significantly reduced, depending on the level of remaining services. 

Please also note, ordinarily Downing charges a fixed, all-inclusive Residence Charge with 'no hidden extras'. All 

electricity, heating, water, cleaning, maintenance, insurance and network services are included in the weekly 

Residence Charge. We do not charge a termly catering facilities charge. More details concerning this can be found on 

our website at: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges   

We provide information concerning accommodation FAQs on the following page: 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/faqs/accommodation-faqs  

 

 

20-34 - Accommodation policy for students and residents during lockdown 
Could you please confirm if Downing College is charging full rent, catering and housekeeping charges to those who 
remain in residence for the Easter Term? And does this include both undergraduate and graduate students? Varsity 
has seen evidence it is applying these charges in full.  
 
Could you also provide a comment on this decision? In particular, could you explain the decision to charge rent when 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/faqs/accommodation-faqs
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Clare College has dropped rent entirely, ten colleges have reduced rent due to limited catering facilities, and other 
colleges such as Darwin have reduced rent due to scaled-back housekeeping services? 

 
Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College which we are answering under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
You will be aware of the collegiate response sent to Varsity on 27th April by Paul Casciato, the University News and 
Communications Manager, which contained the following statement: 
Colleges have not charged rent to their students who are not in residence for the Easter Term. This has meant an 
immediate loss in income of about £35 million.  For those students in residence, related charges for dining facilities etc. 
have also been cancelled or significantly reduced, depending on the level of remaining services. 
 
In addition, a further response was also sent on the 13th May: 
Colleges at the University of Cambridge are making every effort we can to support our members who remain in 
residence, despite significant and immediate losses to the income which sustains our community. Every College is 
charging rent for Easter term to those who remain in College accommodation, while striving to maintain the best 
possible experience for all of our students and staff, despite the burden of rapid change in a Public Health 
Emergency.  Where students face particular financial difficulties, Colleges will seek to support them with hardship 
grants, when it is appropriate. 
 
Please note, Downing does not apply general subsidies, but instead stands ready to help with hardship grants. 
Furthermore, Downing charges a fixed, all-inclusive Residence Charge with 'no hidden extras'. All electricity, heating, 
water, cleaning, maintenance, insurance and network services are included in the weekly Residence Charge. We do 
not charge a termly catering facilities charge. More details concerning this can be found on our website at: 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges   
 
We provide information concerning accommodation FAQs on the following page: 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/faqs/accommodation-faqs  

 

 

20-35 - M100 Law statistics for 2020 entry (additional request) 
Would you be able to provide the following information for all undergraduate applicants applying for Law to 
Downing College for 2020 entry: 
1. Whether the applicant was a UK citizen, EU (but non-UK citizen), or international applicant  
2. Whether the applicant was interviewed at Downing or overseas  
3. The interview score (1-10) for each of the two interview conducted separately  
4. Whether an offer was made (y/n) 
5. Whether an applicant was pooled (y/n)  
6. If the applicant was pooled, whether an offer was made to the applicant from another college (y/n). 
May I suggest the data to be grouped in a single table, with one row per applicant and columns containing data from 
Q1-6? 

 

Response 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College concerning Law offers for 2020 entry. Please 
note that post-GDPR we do not provide a single table with one row per applicant and columns containing data for 
each question. We are though able to provide you with the following answers and a range of results, which we hope 
will be of interest. 
 
1. Whether the applicant was a UK citizen, EU (but non-UK citizen), or international applicant 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/faqs/accommodation-faqs
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ANS: There were 119 Law applicants to Downing in 2020, the breakdown of which is as follows: 
UK citizen – 84 
EU (non UK) – 8 
International – 27 
 

2. Whether the applicant was interviewed at Downing or overseas 
ANS: 109 applicants were interviewed in total and eight of these were interviewed overseas 
 
3. The interview score (1-10) for each of the two interview conducted separately 
ANS: 109 applicants were interviewed and the interview scores ranged from 1-10 (average score 6.86) 
 
4. Whether an offer was made 
ANS: Downing made 11 offers to study Law and the interview scores from the Admissions Tutors ranged from 5.5 – 
10 (average score 8.86) 
 
5. Whether an applicant was pooled 
ANS: 43 applicants were pooled  
 
6. If the applicant was pooled, whether an offer was made to the applicant from another college 
ANS: The interview scores for 12 applicants who were pooled by Downing and then chosen by other colleges ranged 
from 6 – 9.5 (average score 8.02)  

 

 

20-36 - Furloughed staff 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning furloughed permanent staff. Please find our answers 
as follows. 
 
Under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, please provide me with the following details:  
 

1. How many staff the College has furloughed, when they were furloughed and for how long the College 
anticipates they'll be furloughed for (and whether the college expects it will need to furlough any more staff 
in addition to those in the coming months) 

 No staff were furloughed in March;  

 a total of 114 out of 182 support staff (63%) were placed on furlough for all or part of the month of 
April 2020;  

 a total of 122 out of 180 support staff (68%) were placed on furlough for all or part of the month of 
May 2020. 

 
Staff are furloughed after consultation and according to College requirements with the arrangements 
regularly reviewed. 
 

2. What that is as a percentage of the College’s admin and non-academic staff 
63% (April) and 68% (May) as above. 
 

3. If the College is using the government's furlough scheme 
Yes, the College is using the government’s furlough scheme. 
 

4. How much it anticipates it will receive in the first three months of the scheme (March, April and May) 
We anticipate receiving £276,991 for April and May. 
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5. If the college will top up staff wages to 100% 
Yes, in all cases bar one due to holiday arrangements, 100% of staff wages were paid.  
Please also be aware of the following extract made in May to Varsity newspaper on behalf of the Cambridge 
Colleges: 

 Under the UK government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS) “Furlough scheme”, Colleges 
have committed to pay 100 percent of staff salaries to those who go on leave for the time being. 
Staff retain full benefits and employment rights (including College pension contributions) over that 
period. The Colleges are then eligible to apply to recoup up to 80 percent of salary costs through 
CJRS.  

 Colleges have made provisions for employees who cannot work – either because of their personal 
circumstances or because there is no work for them to do – to stay at home and receive full pay.  

 To date, no employee has been required to take a pay reduction, and the Colleges are meeting the 
20% of all staff costs not covered by the government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (CJRS).   

 Many Colleges have also committed to paying staff where there is an existing long-standing 
relationships but who are employed without fixed and regular hours of working, either in line with 
their policies for permanent employees or by providing access to the government levels of furlough 
pay.  

 
 

20-37 - Student graduation during C-19 
I am writing to you as a News reporter for Varsity. We are currently writing on alternative arrangements for 

graduation given the current circumstances surrounding COVID-19. I was hoping that you could clarify a few a few 

points for me.  

1. What information about graduation arrangements has been conveyed to graduating undergraduate and 
postgraduate students so far? 

2. The University has informed us that students will be able to graduate in absentia this year but they will not 
be able to attend an official ceremony at a later date if they do so. In light of this, is Downing considering any 
form of alternative celebration for students who choose to graduate in absentia now?  

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning student graduation during the current Covid-19 crises. 
 
All undergraduate and postgraduate students who are due to graduate have been informed by the College that they 
can choose to graduate in absence or to wait. We have also offered to write a letter for those that request it stating 
they have completed their course but cannot graduate at his time.  
 
We are also hoping that when it’s practical and safe to do so, to invite all those students who graduated in absence 
to attend one of the College graduation lunches held throughout the year so they still get an opportunity to 
celebrate their achievements. 

 
 

20-38 - Medicine A100 admissions statistics 2020 
I would like to know how many people applied to Downing College for Medicine in 2020. I would then like to know 
how many of these were interviewed and offered a place. Next, I would like to know the average BMAT score and 
number of GCSE A*’s for applicants, interviewees and offer holders. Lastly, I would like to know how many applicants 
did an EPQ, and how many of these were given an offer. 

 

Response 
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Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning A100 Medicine statistics. I am pleased to answer your 
questions as follows. 
 
I would like to know how many people applied to Downing College for Medicine in 2020. 
ANS: 91 people applied to Downing to study Medicine in 2020. 
 
I would then like to know how many of these were interviewed and offered a place. 
ANS: 55 applicants were interviewed by Downing and 10 were offered a place, plus a further three from the 
collegiate pool. 
 
I would like to know the average BMAT score and number of GCSE A*’s for applicants, interviewees and offer 
holders. 
ANS: the scores are as follows 

 91 applicants 55 interviewees 13 offer holders 

Average BMAT score 4.3 4.7 5.3 

No of GCSE A*’s 686 489 122 

Lastly, I would like to know how many applicants did an EPQ, and how many of these were given an offer. 
ANS: Concerning an Extended Project (EPQ), 20 Downing applicants completed one of these projects and three are 
now Downing offer holders. 

 
 

20-39 - Engineering students from China for the past 5 UCAS cycles 
For the current and past 5 UCAS cycles, may I request you to kindly provide me with the following numbers for 
Engineering course at your College: 
1. The number of applicants applying from China to your college;  
2. The number of direct offers made to applicants applying from China to your college;  
3. The number of winter pool offers made by your college to applicants applying from China who originally applied to 
other colleges;  
4. The number of winter pool offers made by other colleges to applicants applying from China who originally applied 
to your college; 
5. The number of acceptances;  
6. The number of offers made to open applicants. 

 

Response 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College concerning Engineering statistics for 
applicants applying from China. Regarding your questions, I can provide the answers as follows: 
 
1. The number of applicants applying from China to your College:  
2020 = 6  2019 = 6  2018 = 7  2017 = 8  2016 = 2  2015 = 10 
 
2. The number of direct offers made to applicants applying from China to your College:  
2020 = 3  2019 = 2  2018 = 2  2017 = 2  2016 = 0  2015 = 1 
 
3. The number of winter pool offers made by your College to applicants applying from China who originally applied 
to other colleges: 
Zero offers for all six years 
 
4. The number of winter pool offers made by other colleges to applicants applying from China who originally applied 
to your College:  
Zero offers for all six years 
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5. The number of acceptances: 
2020 = acceptance process still underway  2019 = 2  2018 = 2  2017 = 2  2016 = 0  2015 = 2 
 
6. The number of offers made to open applicants: 
2020 = 0  2019 = 0  2018 = 0  2017 = 0  2016 = 0  2015 = 1 

 
 

20-40 - Varsity Sports investigation: Blues and Half-Blues  
I am writing in my capacity as a reporter for Varsity Sport and am currently conducting an investigation into the 
financial worth of a Blue for individuals. I am compiling statistics about how much each college awards for Blues and 
Half Blues, as well as other sporting bursaries available to students, and would be very grateful for your cooperation. 
To help our investigation, I would very much appreciate if you answer the following questions in as much detail as 
possible. Please include exact amounts where possible, and reference whether your information applies to 
undergraduates, graduates or both. 
 
How much does your college award for achieving a Blue and Half Blue respectively? 
ANS: No financial awards are made, but the names of those achieving a Blue, Half Blue and Colour are published in 
the Downing Association Newsletter which is available to Downing Alumni Members. 

Are the aforementioned awards means-tested in any way?  
ANS: n/a 
 
Are there any other privileges available to students who achieve Blues/Half Blues? 
ANS: No, there are no other privileges. 
 
Does the college provide any financial support for students partaking in University-level Sport, prior to becoming a 
Blue? 
ANS: The Downing Alumni Sports fund provides small grants via an application process in the Michaelmas 
Term each year to enable undergraduate and postgraduate students to participate in sporting 
activities.  Applications are welcomed from those competing at any level, but priority will be given to request 
for small awards which enable students to participate in sports which they have not previously been able to 
try. 
 
Are there any other sport-related bursaries available to students at your college? 
ANS: No, there are no other sports-related bursaries. 
 
Are any of the aforementioned awards limited by a student's gender? 
ANS: No, awards are not limited by gender. 

 
 

20-41 - A100 medicine 2020 offers quota 
I would like to know why only 13 offers were made this year to medicine applicants whereas on average at least 16 
offers are made 

 

Response 

Thank you for your further request concerning the offer quota for A100 Medicine in 2020. I can confirm that we have 
made a total of 13 offers this year plus two offers are deferred from the previous year. Therefore we plan to 
matriculate 15 students this October, and possibly 16 students if a suitable candidate is available from the collegiate 
pool. 



Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log: Jan-Dec 2020 

 

40 
 

 
 

20-42 - College rent fees 2020-21 
Please could you provide answers to the following questions: 

 

1. What is the average change (+/-) of college rent charges in the 2020/21 academic year? 

ANS: We agreed with the students a 1.6% increase in the Residence Charge in the Lent term prior to the C-19 

pandemic. 

 

2. Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, was your college planning to increase rent charges at your college next year? If so, 

by how much? 

ANS: Please see answer above and be aware that Downing charges a fixed, all-inclusive Residence Charge 

with 'no hidden extras'. All electricity, heating, water, cleaning, maintenance, insurance and network 

services are included in the weekly Residence Charge. We do not charge a termly catering facilities charge. 

More details concerning this can be found on our website at: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-

students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges    

 

3. If your college has decided to augment the planned rent fee increase as a rsult of the Covid-19 pandemic, can you 

please explain why an increase in rent is deemed to be necessary in this context? 

ANS: No, we have no plans for this at present. 

 

4. I understand that colleges must consult with their students about intended rent increases. If yes to question 1, has 

your college consulted students on this yet? 

4a. If no to question 4, when will consultation happen? 

ANS: Our charges have as usual been negotiated with our students. 

 

5. If there is currently no decision on rent fees in the next academic year, please can you explain when this decision 

will be made? 

ANS: N/a 

 
 

20-43 - A100 medicine 2020 deferred entry 
I would like to know how many applicants, in the 2020 cycle, have been given deferred offers for entry in 2021. 

 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. I can confirm that no applicants for A100 Medicine in 2020 were 
given deferred offers for entry in 2021.  

 

 

20-44 - Shares in the arms industry and tobacco trade 
I am writing to request information on the financial relationships the College holds with the arms and tobacco trade 
specifically, but not limited to: 
 
- BAE Systems 
- Rolls-Royce 
- Smiths Group 
- Cobham 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
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- Elbit 
- Finmeccanica 
- GKN 
- QinetiQ 
- VT Group 
- Halliburton, 
- United Technologies 
- Airbus SE 
- Lockheed Martin 
- Caterpillar Inc., 
- General Dynamics 
- Raytheon 
- Northrop Grumman 
- Raytheon, Textron and Thales Group 
- L3 communications 
- Philip Morris 
- British American Tobacco 
- Altria 
- Imperial Brands 
 
Please include the following information: 
 
1) A portfolio statement for the fund(s) the college has investments in. If you do not have a copy of this, please send 
me a list of the names of the fund(s) and the corresponding management companies. Details should be broken 
down, year-by-year for the last five financial years. 
 
2) Please also confirm if any shares are held in arms trade companies as part of a pension fund or endowment, either 
directly or indirectly through an externally managed fund. Details should be broken down, year-by-year for the last 
five financial years. 

 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College regarding shares in the arms industry. Please may I direct you to 
our Annual Report and Accounts https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts- 2019.pdf where figures 
are available for our investment portfolio (p.67) and our ethical investments statement (p.55). 
 
I can also confirm that Downing College does not directly hold any shares in the companies you have listed, beyond 
this I can only advise that the College has engaged the services of an investment manager (Partners Capital) whose 
terms of business include a requirement that the College must not disclose any information in relation to their 
business or other matters of a confidential nature of which it may be made aware during the period of engagement. 
This requirement is binding on the College and the disclosure of information would constitute a breach of confidence 
and be actionable by the investment manager. Furthermore, we believe the commercial interests of both the 
investment manager and the College would be damaged by providing any further information. Therefore, the 
exemptions under section 41 (Information provided in confidence) and section 43 (commercial interests) of the 
Freedom of Information Act are applicable. 

 

 

20-45 - Accommodation rates for 2020-21 academic year 
Please provide a minimum, maximum and mean price per week for beds in the following categories of College 
accommodation for the 2020/21 academic year. Please also provide the total number of beds in these categories for 
the 2020/21 academic year. 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts-_2019.pdf
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Categories: 
- Shared Bathroom & Self Catered 
- Shared Bathroom & Catered 
- En-Suite & Self Catered 
- En-Suite & Catered 
 
For catered beds, please specify if the price includes the meals or if that has an additional cost. Please provide this 
information in an Excel spreadsheet in a table with the accommodation category as the index and prices and bed 
numbers as the columns. 
 
Please provide a list of all the different prices per week that students are charged in College accommodation with 
the number of beds at that specific price. 
 

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning accommodation statistics. 
 
The information you seek is published on our website in various tables: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-

students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges. Some information, such as the room bands for 2020-21, 

will be published shortly. You will note in the ‘cross College comparison’ table that we have a total of 418 

undergraduate rooms, and 224 of these are en-suite with the remainder having shared facilities. The average 

(median) weekly rent is £170; all rooms have self-catering facilities and there is not a room rate that includes all 

meals. 

 

 

20-46 - Engineering admission scores 2020 
Could I kindly ask for you to disclose the results that Downing accepted in the last admissions for the ENGAA for 

students to be successfully accepted onto the Engineering course there? 

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College which we are dealing with under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Concerning the ENGAA scores there are 14 offer holders; we do not provide individual scores, but I can provide you 
with the ranges of scores: 
 
Section 1 
ENGAA1 (Advanced Maths & Physics):  4.0 - 9.0 (7.0 average score) 
ENGAA2 (Maths & Physics):  4.5 - 9.0 (6.7 average score) 
Section 2  
Extended question: 4.0 – 9.0 (6.9 average score) 
 
 

20-47 - Downing's first black student 
I’m getting in touch regarding a story we’re doing on historic racism in top education following Eton’s apology over 
the treatment of their first black student. 
 
In light of this would you be able to tell me: 

 Who was the first black student at the College to complete their studies? 
 What year they started or completed their studies? 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges


Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log: Jan-Dec 2020 

 

43 
 

 
In addition, in light of Eton’s statement and apology to previous students who experienced racism at the school: Is 
there any statement that the College would like to make to former students who feel they were subject to racism at 
the time, admitting any mistakes of the past and how the college is changing the way it stamps out racism? 

 

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning our first black student. We are answering your request 
under the Freedom of Information Act, and please may I direct you to our website where you will be able to find 
details about Benjamin Percy Quartey-Papafio, who matriculated in 1917 to study Medicine, and our other early 
black students:  https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/about/downing-college-archive/archives-college-history/downings-
early-black-cantabs. Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance. 
 
 

20-48 - Undergrads interview form 

I am writing to request a blank copy of the interview report form used for undergraduate admissions. Thank you.  
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. Please find attached a copy of our student admissions interview 
form as requested. 
 
 

20-49 – A100 admission statistics 2020 
Please could you provide me with some insight into your criteria for interview selection and the weightings that each 
section of the application holds for A100. 

- what is the average GCSE score for each successful applicant? 
- what percentage weighting do you place on these GCSE scores? 
- what is the average A-level score for each successful applicant? 
- what percentage weighting do you place on these A-level scores? 
- what is the average UCAT score, and what is the lowest UCAT score of successful applicants? 
- what percentage weighting do you place on these UCAT scores? 
- how do you use the situational judgment section of the UCAT when selecting candidates for interview? 
- what percentage weighting do you place on the personal statement? Are you more likely to reject applicants 

with less work experience? 
- if a candidate is invited to interview, what other factors are most likely to influence their chances of 

acceptance to  A100 at Downing at this point? Do you still consider the personal statement, GCSEs, A-level 
and UCAT scores at the same weighting as before interview? 

 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College regarding A100 (Medicine) admissions.  
 
I can provide you with information regarding the 2020-21 intake; please see the following average scores for the 10 
successful applicants interviewed by Downing. Please also note the total intake is planned to be 16 with adjustment 
and Winter Pool offers. 
 

 GCSE 

score 

A 

Level 

score 

BMAT1 

score 

BMAT2 

score 

BMAT3 

score 

Interview1 

score 

Interview2 

score 

Interview3 

score 

Interview4 

score 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/about/downing-college-archive/archives-college-history/downings-early-black-cantabs
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/about/downing-college-archive/archives-college-history/downings-early-black-cantabs
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Average 

scores 

9.8 3.5 6.1 6.2 3.5 7.85 7.85 7.3 7.65 

 
Unfortunately I cannot provide you with any further information regarding scores or ‘weighting’, but instead I can 
direct you to the detailed information provided on our website about applying to Downing, which I hope will be of 
interest: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-study/apply-downing  
 
 

20-50 - Blackbaud data breach 

I am writing to you in regards to Blackbaud hack and data leak which it has been established over the past few days 
has affected numerous UK universities including Oxford and some of its colleges. 
 
In regards to this, I would be hugely appreciative if you could possibly answer the following questions: 
 
1. Is the College aware of any of its data being compromised as a result of the Blackbaud hack? 
2. If so, when did the College become aware of this? 
3. Is the college aware how much and what type information has been compromised? Does this include the personal 
data of any students/staff members from the college? 
4. Has the College communicated any of this to students/staff members as yet? 
 

Response 

Thank you for your enquiry to Downing College regarding the data breach at Blackbaud which we are dealing with 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
We recently learned that Downing may be affected by a data breach at Blackbaud, a US company which provides 
customer relationship management systems for a number of Colleges, universities and not-for-profit organisations 
worldwide.  We take our data protection responsibilities very seriously and as soon as we heard about the incident, 
we immediately launched our own investigation and informed the Data Protection Officer for Cambridge Colleges 
who took advice from the Information Commissioner’s Office.  
 
We immediately investigated what this meant for Downing College and ascertained that it relates to a historic back-
up file of data gathered via our ‘Net Community’ portal, which runs within our alumni web pages and allows alumni 
to update their details online.  It does not contain any financial information or passwords. Please also be aware that 
it does not contain any student or staff data. 
 
Please read our full statement on our website here  
 
 

20-51 - Blackbaud data breach 

Please confirm any data that was obtained in the Blackbaud hack from your university and the number of people 

affected - please state what types of data were accessed: names, addresses, credit card details, wealth details etc. 

Please state the date at which you became aware that the data had been obtained.   

Please provide any correspondence you have had from Blackbaud in relation to the hack.  

 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College regarding the data breach at Blackbaud.  

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-study/apply-downing
https://www.downingcambridge.com/blackbaud-data-breach-statement?srctid=1&erid=703760&trid=9a3fcb0f-3bd1-473f-91ef-00bb961d209e


Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log: Jan-Dec 2020 

 

45 
 

We were made aware on the 16th July that this breach relates to a historic back-up file of data gathered via our ‘Net 

Community’ portal, which runs within our alumni web pages and allows alumni to update their details online.  It 

does not contain any financial information or passwords, only name and contact address.  

We have nothing further to add at this stage and we have made a full statement on our website here  

 
 

20-52 - Average interview scores for MML successful applicants 

Sorry to bother you again, I was just wondering whether it would be possible to find out the average interview score 
for successful MML applicants. If this is not possible, I completely understand.  
 

Response 

Thank you for your request to Downing College which we are answering under the Freedom of Information Act. I can 
advise there were six successful MML applicants in 2020 and the average interview scores across the four interviews 
were: 8.4; 8.2; 8.2; and 8.3. 
 
 

20-53 - Research grants and donations received over the past five years 
I write to request information regarding research grants and donations received by the college over the past five 
financial years (2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20). 
I am seeking information about research grants and donations received from the following companies and bodies, 
listed in order of priority:  
                • Huawei;  
                • Meiya Pico;  
                • Hikvision;  
                • SinoPec;  
                • Dahua Technology;   
                • Hikvision;   
                • IFLYTEK;   
                • Megvii Technology;   
                • Sense Time;  
                • Yitu Technologies;   
                • Yixin Science and Technology Co. Ltd.  
  
For the above companies/bodies, please list all projects, research and consultancy that the college has received 
funding for over the past five financial years, 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20. Please also include 
donations from any of the aforementioned companies. Considering the broad nature of the information requested, I 
am happy for you to provide as much information as the time limit allows, by starting with the first organisation and 
working downwards, until the appropriate limit is reached. Please ensure that details show the company that 
provided the funding, the start and end date of the contract/project, the title of the project/research/donation and 
the total funding of each contract/project for the past five financial years.  
 

Response 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request to Downing College. In answer to your question below, I can 
confirm that the College has not received any research grants or donations from the companies listed. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.downingcambridge.com/blackbaud-data-breach-statement?srctid=1&erid=703760&trid=9a3fcb0f-3bd1-473f-91ef-00bb961d209e
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20-54 - A-level grades and withdrawn offers 
1. How many students who had conditional offers at your college were declined admission yesterday (13.8.20) 

as a result of their A-level grades not meeting the requirements of your offer? 
2. How many of these students came from (i) private fee-paying schools, (ii) selective state education and (iii) 

state non-selective schools and sixth-form colleges? 
3. How many of these students were recorded by you as having an ethnicity that was (i) black, or (ii) any black 

or minority ethnicity? 
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. As I’m sure you will understand, the situation is still very fluid for 

all Cambridge colleges and especially after the government’s ‘U-turn’ decision yesterday concerning A-level grades. 

Therefore, we have made an announcement on our website at https://bit.ly/Dow2020admissions concerning our 

position and we have nothing further to add at this time. 

 
 

20-55 - How many applicants given deferred offers for entry to 2021 
I would like to know how many applicants, in the 2020 cycle, have been given deferred offers for entry in 2021, 
following the A level results. 
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. Please be advised that we don't have any applicants with 
deferred entry to 2021 for Medicine (A100) following A-Level results. 
 
 

20-56 - Applications and admissions from state schools 
Hope this finds you well and that you are keeping safe. I am emailing on behalf of Varsity News concerning the 
application and admission rates of students who have not had any contact with the public school system. Admissions 
data obtained by Varsity shows that students who have received no private education make up only 42% of 
Downing's total applications, the third lowest proportion of any college. With this in mind I was hoping that you 
would be able to answer the following questions: 
  
1 - What is the reason for the lower rate of applicants with no private education? 
2 - What is the outreach department doing to ensure that students from all backgrounds are encouraged to apply? 
3 - Given that this data suggests a bias towards privately educated students would you agree that students may be 
disadvantaged by education type? If not, what role does education type play in the admissions assessment? 
 

Response 

I am now able to provide you with some detailed answers to each of your three questions as follows. 
 
1 - What is the reason for the lower rate of applicants with no private education? 
 
ANS: Downing College encourages applicants from all backgrounds to consider the University of Cambridge as a 
place to study.  The College has been working hard to support the University’s widening participation initiatives and 
works closely with those home students who are under-represented in higher education.  The following chart 
breakdowns applicants to Downing College by school type: 
 

School Type 
 

No. Of Applicants   Percentage 
 

Comprehensive Schools 224 24% 

https://bit.ly/Dow2020admissions
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Further Education 
 

25 3% 
 

Grammar Schools 
 

138 15% 
 

Independent Schools 
 

304  
 

32% 

Sixth Form Colleges 
 

61 6% 
 

Other 197  
 

21% 

Total   
 

949 100% 

 
From these statistics the percentage of applicants who are from the state school sector is 48% when compared 
against the total number of applicants. While this represents nearly half the number of applicants who applied to 
Downing during the previous application round, the College continues to work hard to encourage applicants from all 
backgrounds to consider Downing College. 
 
2 - What is the outreach department doing to ensure that students from all backgrounds are encouraged to apply? 
 
ANS: The College’s Outreach and Widening Participation Strategy has been focused on working with home students 
from all backgrounds in order to raise awareness with potential applicants on what the University has to 
offer.  Downing works closely with schools through the Area Link Scheme as well as working with schools and 
students across the country through various initiatives and partnerships.  Please find attached a document which 
provides an overview of the College’s work during this academic year.  
 
3 - Given that this data suggests a bias towards privately educated students would you agree that students may be 
disadvantaged by education type? If not, what role does education type play in the admissions assessment? 
 
ANS: The University’s Admission Policy is very clear about the selection process, which is one based on an applicant’s 
academic ability and potential.  The applicant’s background or school type has no impact on the selection criteria. 
However, contextual information is used to ensure that applicants from under-represented communities in higher 
education are given adequate support.  It is recognised that students from state schools may have limited resources 
available to them to provide support during the application process. Therefore, Downing has invested considerable 
resources to support and encourage potential applicants with contextual flags from under represented communities. 
 
 

20-57 – Maths stats for 2020 entry 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning statistics for G100 Maths applicants for 2020. I am 
pleased to provide you with answers as follows. 
 
Please note, 36 applicants were interviewed and there are 12 offer holders. 
 

1. Number of A*s at GCSE: 
All applicants: 180; Offer holders: 67 (Note, not all applicants complete GCSEs) 
 

2. A-Level predictions: 
All applicants range from 2xA*A, up to 4xA*; Offer holders range from 2xA*A A to 4xA* (Note, not all 
applicants complete A-Levels) 
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3. Interview Scores: 

All applicants: interview range 3.0 – 9.5; Offer holders: 6.0-9.5 
 

4. Offer made or not: 
There are 12 offer holders 
 

5. Pooled (if not made an offer): 
 13 unsuccessful candidates were placed in the Winter Pool 
 
 

20-58 – Maths applications to Downing 
For the 12 Maths offer holders for 2020 entry, how many of them study A-level and how many do they follow the IB 
programme? 
 
This year's A-level results were decided by centre assessment grades. Does this mean more students are able to 
meet their offers? Can I assume there will be fewer places left for Mathematics or Land Economy in Oct 2021 as 
there are more deferred offers? 
 
How's the situation for Land Economy and Mathematics this year? 
 

Response 

Thank you for your enquiry to Downing College which we are answering under the Freedom of Information Act. 
Concerning your three questions please be advised as follows. 
 
1. 11 of the offer-holders were studying A Levels and one was studying IB.  
2. The situation with centre assessment grades did mean that more students met their offers, but the College did not 
have an increase of deferred offers to 2021 due to this. 
3. The situation (in terms of admission numbers) for Land Economy and Mathematics is much the same this year as 
for any other year. 
 
 

20-59 – Students who held conditional offers for admission in 2020 
1. In the current year how many students who held conditional offers for admission to your college have not 

been admitted because their A-level results (either the original results which were subjected to the 
algorithm, or the later modified Centre Assessed Grades) did not meet the requirements of your offer. 
Please note this question relates only to those who were not admitted because of a deficiency in their A-
levels and NOT any other types of exams taken. 

2. Of those people in Q.1 who did not meet the requirements how many attended (i) a private fee-paying 
school, (ii) a selective state school, (iii) a non-selective state school, (iv) a state sixth-form college and (iv) any 
other institution. Note, if you have any in the (iv) category, please state what type of establishment it is. 

 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning students who held conditional offers for admission to 
Downing in 2020.  
 
I can confirm in answer to your questions that no students were rejected this year due to not meeting their A-Level 
requirements which were subjected to the algorithm, or the later modified Centre Assessed Grades.   
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20-60 – Stats for the Engineering undergraduate course (H100) 2020 admissions 
Could you please kindly provide me with the following data for the current admissions cycle for the Engineering 
undergraduate course (H100) at your college?  
  
1. the total number of offer holders; 
2. the number of offer-holders accepted for 2020 entry;  
3. the number of offer-holders accepted for deferred entry in 2021;  
4. the number of offer-holders who failed to meet their offer condition in June 2020 and as a result decided to take 
the October A-level exam;  
  
In each case please provide a total number as well as the numbers for home, EU (non-UK) and international students 
(non-EU) separately. 
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning H100 Engineering undergraduate admission 
statistics. Please see answers in the following table. 
  

 Home EU International Total 

1. Number of offer holders 7 0 7 14 

2. Number accepted for 2020 entry 7 0 5 12 

3. Number accepted for deferred entry in 2021 0 0 0 0 

4. Number who failed to meet offer conditions and decided to 
take the A-Level exam 

0 0 0 0 

  

 

20-61 – Pandemic arrangements for international students 
I’m writing as one of Varsity's senior news editors regarding your college’s arrangements for international students 
upon their arrival in Cambridge.  
 
As such, I would be most grateful if you could answer the following questions: 
 
1. Will your college charge rent for international students who must quarantine upon arrival in Cambridge? 
ANS: Yes, rent is charged as normal for periods of quarantine. However, if students were allocated an expensive 
room for quarantining purposes only, they would not be charged more than the room charge for the room they are 
allocated for the term.  Hardship funds are also available (please see below). 
2. If the college is charging rent, is this the full rental price normally charged to students or a discounted rate?  
ANS: Yes, we charge their term-time room rental. 
3. Will your college cover any additional costs faced by international students because of their quarantining i.e. 
higher flight costs due to last minute changes in travel corridors? 
ANS: No, but in the event that a student experiences financial difficulties later in the Michaelmas term, they can 
discuss this with their Tutor and if the Tutor agrees, they can apply to the College for consideration for financial 
assistance in accordance with published parameters. 
4. How will students receive food during their period of quarantine?  
ANS: Students order food via a College app, and the Porters or another nominated person will deliver once a day. 
5. Will the college cover costs of food during the quarantine period? If yes, will the college cover all or some of the 
costs of students' food? 
ANS: No, the College does not cover the cost of food. 
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6. Will international students be allowed to access any outdoor space during their period of quarantine? 
ANS: Students are required to remain in the confines of their allocated room and any other facilities, such as a 
kitchen etc. that have been assigned for their quarantine period. However, the College is actively looking at safe 
access to a nearby garden. 
 
 

20-62 – College land and properties 
This is a formal request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Could you please provide: 
 
1) A complete list of all land that the college owns, including its approximate value. 
2) A complete list of all property the college directly owns and lets, including the approximate value of each. 
3) The names of any letting agents the college uses when renting property. 
4) A list of properties that the college has investments in, including the approximate value of each. 
 
With regards to all of the above, could you please state whether the property/land is currently in use, and if so for 
what purpose. 
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. 
 
Concerning your four questions, please can I can direct you as follows; firstly to our FoI Disclosure Log which lists all 
the properties and land the College owns: 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log jan july 2020 website.pdf  please see FoI 20-08, 
and pages 7-9.  
 
Secondly, I cannot provide individual property valuations, but please see our Annual Report & Accounts: 
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts- 2019.pdf which includes the composition of our 
investment portfolio including for properties on pages 66-67.  Investment properties are included at open market 
valuation. An annual assessment was carried out by Carter Jonas at 30 June 2019, which are also our letting agents. 
 

 

20-63 – Offers and deferred entry for 2021 
I would like to know 3 things please. 
 
1. How many deferred offers have been made for entry in 2021?  
2. How many students are you planning to make offers to for 2021 entry? 
3. Could you please outline briefly your admissions process (are GCSE and AS results looked at?) 

 
Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. As I advised you in July, I can confirm that no applicants for A100 
Medicine in 2020 were given deferred offers for entry in 2021; concerning offers for 2021 entry we have not made 
any plans yet.  
 
Please refer to our website at https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-study/apply-downing  about applying to 
Downing where there is detail concerning the admissions process. Also the University of Cambridge website provides 
further information for student applications: https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/what-are-we-
looking-for  
 
 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_jan_july_2020_website.pdf
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/accounts-_2019.pdf
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-study/apply-downing
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/what-are-we-looking-for
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/what-are-we-looking-for
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20-64 – State school admissions for 2020-21 
I am a Varsity news editor writing in regard to your college’s intake in this year’s admissions cycle. I was hoping you 
could provide clarity on your college’s admissions and answer the following questions: 
  
1. What proportion of your 2020-21 intake are state school students? 
Ans: See table 
2. What proportion of your 2020-21 intake were not given a place based on their algorithm grades but were 
subsequently given a place based on their centre assessed grades? 
Ans: 14 students 
3. How many offer-holders were required to defer their offer until next year because of capacity difficulties following 
the government’s U-turn on results administration?  
Ans: Zero 
4. If possible, please can you provide a breakdown of your 2020-21 intake from the maintained sector ie. the 
proportion of pupil’s in the maintained category that went to grammar schools, sixth form colleges or state 
comprehensives.  
Ans: See table. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College, I am pleased to provide you with answers as follows. 

For question 2, 14 students were accepted based on their CAG assessment grades and question 3 the answer is zero. 
Concerning questions 1 and 4 please see the following table for the breakdown of schools for the 2020 intake of new 
students. 

TOTAL Comprehensive Grammar 
Sixth Form 

College 
Further Ed. 

College 
Independent 

Other 
(overseas) 

125* 28 23 11 2 46 15 

*Downing has 148 new students this year and we have school data for 125 of them managed via the Downing 

admissions process. 

 

 

20-65 – Statistics information for Medicine applicants (A100) 2017-2020 

My daughter is interested in applying to medicine. I'd be grateful if you could provide me with the following statistics 
for 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 for the medicine course (A100) for non-international students for Downing College: 
 
1) How many medicine places were offered? 
2) How many applicants were invited for interviews? 
3) How many applicants were offered places? 
4) How many started the course? 
 
And the split between private and state school students for the same statistics (1- applied, 2- invited for interviews, 
3- are offered places, 4 - start the course). 
 
In addition, how many places for 2021 entry have been taken by students from 2020 who deferred entry? 
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning A100 Medicine applicants. We have been able to 
retrieve the following information for the years in question and split for maintained and independent schools, which 
I hope will be of interest. Unfortunately we do not hold information to answer all of your questions. 
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Question 2020 2019 2018 2017 

  Maintain Independent Maintain Independent Maintain Independent Maintain Independent 

1 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2 35 20 24 24 33 28 14 26 

3 7 6 8 7 8 6 6 8 

4 9 6 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a  n/a  

 
Please also note, we didn’t have any deferred entries for Medicine for 2021. 
 
 

20-66 – Racial harassment complaints made by students 2015-2020 
I request this information under the Freedom of Information Act. I would like to know the following:  

1. The number of racial harassment complaints made by students at Downing College in the last five academic 
years (2019-20, 2018-19, 2017-18, 2016-17, 2015-16) 

2. How many of these claims have been resolved, dismissed, or are ongoing.  
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning the number of racial harassment complaints made by 

students in the last five academic years. Following guidelines from the Information Commissioners Office regarding 

reporting small numbers, and as Downing is a small community, I can only confirm that for the years in question we 

have 0-5 incidents on record concerning racism complaints.  

 

You may also wish to refer to our FoI Disclosure Log 2019, which contains our recent responses concerning this: 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019.pdf  In particular please see entries 19-13 

(p.12), 19-31 (p.29) and 19-34 (p.33). 

 

 

20-67 – College redundancies 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. I can provide you with answers to your questions as follows. 
 

(1) The total number of non-academic staff on full-time and part-time contracts employed by the College as of 
the 18th of March 2020. 

 
ANS: 95 full time and 91 part time non-academic staff. 
 

(2) The total number of non-academic staff on full-time and part-time contracts employed by the College as of 
the 8th of September 2020. 

 
ANS: 95 full time and 89 part time non-academic staff (staff to be made redundant are still employed by the College 
at 8th September). 
 

(3) The total number of non-academic staff on full-time and part-time contracts made redundant by the College 
between the 18th March and the 8th of September 2020 broken down by department. 

 
ANS: 25; 9 Catering staff and 16 Housekeeping staff at 8th September. 
 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019.pdf


Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log: Jan-Dec 2020 

 

53 
 

(4) The total number of non-academic redundancy notices made by the College between the 18th of March and 
the 8th of September. 

 
ANS: 24 redundancy notices at 8th September (one person had their redundancy notice withdrawn). 
 

(5) The total number of non-academic staff on fixed-term contracts whose contracts have expired between 18th 
March and 8th September 2020 which have not been renewed by the College, broken down by department. 

 
ANS: Zero 
 

(6) The total number of non-academic staff employed by the College on full-time and part-time contracts, that 
the College expects to make redundant from the 8th September 2020 broken down by department. 

 
ANS: From the 8th September we currently expect to make 26 non-academic staff redundant (five of which are 
voluntary). Those leaving through redundancy have each been offered 1-1 redundancy financial guidance, along with 
job-seeking, benefits and training support from the National Careers Service and the DWP. 
 

 

20-68 – Furloughed and redundant staff 
We are emailing you from the Tab Cambridge to make a Freedom of Information request regarding your college's 
furloughing of staff. In particular, could you provide information about the following:  
  
1)    How many college staff have been put on furlough? What percentage is this of the whole College staff body?   
ANS: Since April, 140 members of staff (76% of support staff) have at some point been on furlough. 
  

2)    What percentage of furloughed staff are:  
a)  Housekeeping staff?  
ANS: 46% 

b) Catering staff? 

                ANS: 27% 

            c) Other staff? 

                ANS 27% 

   

3) How many college staff have been made redundant since March 2020? 

ANS: We currently expect to make 26 non-academic staff redundant (five of which are voluntary). Those leaving 
through redundancy have each been offered 1-1 redundancy financial guidance, along with job-seeking, benefits and 
training support from the National Careers Service and the DWP. 
             
4) What percentage of staff who have been made redundant are: 

a. Housekeeping staff? 

ANS: 61% 

b. Catering staff? 

ANS: 35% 

c. Other staff? 

ANS: 4% 

 
 

20-69 – Complaints regarding racism and sexism 2015-2020 
I would like to make an FOI request for the following information.  
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Please could you provide me with a spreadsheet of all the complaints regarding racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, 

homophobia and sexism made to the college from September 1, 2015-June 30, 2020? For each complaint please 

could you provide: 

 

- Date the complaint was opened and closed 

- The nature of discrimination in the complaint (specifically: racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, homophobia 

and sexism) 

- Who raised the complaint (staff or student) 

- Who the complaint was against (staff or student) 

- The outcome of the complaint (dismissed, upheld, staff/student suspension/dismissal/resignation etc.). 

 
Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning student complaints since 2015.  
 
Following guidelines from the Information Commissioners Office regarding reporting small numbers, and as Downing 
is a small community, I can only confirm that for the years in question we have 0-5 incidents on record concerning 
complaints in the categories you have identified.  As I’m sure you are aware, personal data is exempt from disclosure 
under section 40(2) of the Act, and there is the danger that individuals could be identified if we were to provide you 
with any further information.  
 
You may also wish to refer to our FoI Disclosure Log 2019, which contains our recent responses concerning 
complaints: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019.pdf  In particular please see entries 
19-13 (p.12), 19-31 (p.29) and 19-34 (p.33). 
 

 

20-70 – How many mixed-diet, vegetarian and vegan options are offered every weekday? 
This is a formal request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

How many mixed-diet, vegetarian and vegan options are offered every weekday at the restaurants owned by your 
institution or subsidiaries? Please provide your answer as of the current month or week. If your menu will change in 
the future, and you already know how this will affect your answer, please answer with the information about the 
new menu. Make sure to fill in the date of the menu change in "Data Correct as of". 

Please provide your answer as a table. Please use the Excel template table attached and send me your answer in 
Excel format. If you cannot edit Excel files on your computer, please follow the instructions at the bottom of this 
email. 

When filling in the table, please use the following definitions: 

- “mixed diet” is food containing some parts of animals (e.g. meat or fish). 

- “vegetarian” is food containing some products derived from animals, but not animal parts (e.g. milk or cheese, but 
no meat or fish). 

- “vegan” is food without animal parts or products (i.e. no meat, fish, milk, dairy products, honey etc.). If in doubt, 
please refer to https://www.vegansociety.com/your-business/vegan-trademark-standards. 

 
Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning our plant-based menu. Please find the information 
you requested based on the daily menu from our College dining facility. This menu has remained fairly constant since 
the start of term. 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019.pdf
https://www.vegansociety.com/your-business/vegan-trademark-standards
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Example Restaurant 4 4 3 2 1 3 3 2 0 1 0 2 

BUTTERY BREAKFAST 4 1 1 6 6 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 

BUTTERY LUNCH/DINNER 5 2 2 13 5 3 4 2 2 1 0 2 

 
 
 

20-71 – Number of black students admitted over past 10 years 
How many black UK students have been admitted to Downing College in each of the last ten years? And in each year 
how many UK students were admitted from the public sector 
 

Response 

Thank you for your request which we are dealing with under Freedom of Information legislation. Please be advised 

that due to low numbers, and in order to maintain the confidentiality of individual personal data, I can provide you 

with the total figure for UK black undergraduate students admitted to Downing during the past 10 years: 

 

 
Please also see the total number of UK BAME undergraduate students (from all school sectors) admitted to Downing 
during this period.  
 

 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Total number of UK 
BAME students  

37 27 28 26 30 21 20 18 22 15 

 
Regarding the total number of undergraduate students admitted from the UK public or maintained sector schools, 
these are as follows: 
 

 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Students from 
the maintained 
sector 

61 61 61 58 59 58 61 57 61 57 

 
 
 

20-72 – Fitness to study / Intermitting students 
For your College, please: 
 
(1) Provide electronic copies, or accessible links to, any documents outlining Fitness to Study procedure, protocol or 
policy currently in effect. Please note the guidance above in selecting relevant material. 

Black British – African/ Caribbean 16 

Mixed: White and Black African/ Caribbean 13 
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ANS: Please refer to the College website for the policy in the text: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-
students/health-welfare/fitness-study. This is reviewed annually and updated as required. 
 
(2) Provide any documents, or accessible links to documents, with prior versions of a Fitness to Study procedure (as 
in request (1)) that were active in any of the academic years through from 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 or 
2019-20, with their year indicated. Do not include any documents that have no changes to the currently active 
policy, but do indicate if there was no policy in general for any of these years. 
ANS: Please refer to the response to Q1.   
 
(3) Consider whether the Fitness to Study procedure contains stages or parts, as are indicated in the example given 
in this request. Please indicate the number of stages in the process, and suggest which parts of any policy or 
procedure documents these stages refer to, which may be obviously (sub)titled, as with the example given. For 
example, the example document supplied for Magdalene College indicates three stages, subtitled as sections 3, 4 
and 5. 
ANS: Please refer to the response to Q1. 
 
For each academic year through from 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-20, could you please provide: 
 
(4) The number of students referred to a College-based Fitness To Study procedure, (i) as a total number per year; (ii) 
broken down by whether the referred students are undergraduates or postgraduates, and (iii) broken down by 
whether the referred students are undergraduates or postgraduates then by year of study; for undergraduates 
interpret year of study as Tripos year rather than real (academic) years; for Postgraduates, as real (academic) years. 
ANS: The College does not hold aggregated records. We would need to interrogate each individual student paper file 
(current and archived) to give an accurate answer and this would take longer than the 18hrs appropriate limit 
specified under the Act. 
 
(5) The number of students suspended temporarily as an outcome of Fitness To Study procedures (ie. an outcome 
similar to intermission), if possible further broken down by whether the student was both given and invited to a 
hearing, or not. 
ANS: The College does not hold aggregated records. We would need to interrogate each individual student paper file 
(current and archived) to give an accurate answer and this would take longer than the 18hrs appropriate limit 
specified under the Act. 
 
(6) The number of students deprived of membership and excluded permanently as an outcome of Fitness To Study 
procedures (ie. similar to course withdrawal), if possible further broken down by whether the student was both 
given and invited to a hearing, or not. 
ANS: None 
 
(7) Any outcomes of Fitness to Study procedures, with frequency of outcome. 
ANS: The College does not hold aggregated records. We would need to interrogate each individual student paper file 
(current and archived) to give an accurate answer and this would take longer than the 18hrs appropriate limit 
specified under the Act. 
 
(8) The number of applications for a student to intermit, first broken down by applications for medical reasons vs. 
non-medical reasons, further broken down by undergraduate or postgraduates, and with undergraduates broken 
down by Tripos year. 
ANS: Undergraduates:  

 2015/16: 13                         (12 medical, 1 non-medical) 

 2016/17: 12                         (11 medical, 1 non-medical)  

 2017/18: 8                           (7 medical, 1 non-medical)  

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/health-welfare/fitness-study
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/health-welfare/fitness-study
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 2018/19: 7                           (7 medical, 0 non-medical) 

 2019/20: 9                           (8 medical, 1 non-medical) 

 2020/21: 9 to date            (9 medical; 0 non-medical) 

Postgraduates: 
Please note, the numbers below are taken from CamSIS, the central student record system, but this does not include 
those postgraduate courses (i.e. PGCE) where a student does not apply via the central system. 

 2015/16: 10                         (8 medical, 2 non-medical) 

 2016/17: 17                         (14 medical, 3 non-medical) 

 2017/18: 8                           (6 medical, 2 non-medical) 

 2018/19: 11                         (10 medical, 1 non-medical) 

 2019/20: 22                         (18 medical, 4 non-medical) 

 2020/21: 9 to date            (9 medical; 0 non-medical) 

 
(9) The number of applicants to extend intermission, broken down by applications for medical reasons vs. non-
medical reasons, further broken down by undergraduate or postgraduates, with undergraduates broken down by 
Tripos year. 
ANS: Undergraduates: 

 2015/16: 0                            

 2016/17: 0                             

 2017/18: 0                             

 2018/19: 0                            

 2019/20: 1  (Tripos year 2; we decline to give more detail due to small number) 

 2020/21: 0 to date             

Postgraduates: 
The numbers below are taken from CamSIS, the central student record system, but this does not include those 
postgraduate courses (i.e. PGCE) where a student does not apply via the central system. 

 2015/16: 0                            

 2016/17: 0                            

 2017/18: 0                            

 2018/19: 0                            

 2019/20: 0                            

 2020/21: 0 to date             
 
(10) The number of applications to resume studies after suspended membership (ie. an outcome similar to 
intermission) from a Fitness To Study procedure. 
ANS: From the above data, no students have had membership suspended following a Fitness to Study procedure. 
 
(11) The number of approved applications to resume studies after suspended membership from a Fitness To Study 
procedure (see (10) above). 
ANS: n/a 
 
*** 
 
Combining all of the academic years listed earlier (ie. 2015-16 through to 2019-20), please provide: 
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(12) The number of students intermitting for consecutive years (ie. extending intermission) throughout the time 
period, broken down by the total number of years disregarded with frequency. 
 
For example, a response might be: 
Two years - 3 
Three years - 5 
This would indicate three students had intermitted for two years consecutively, and five students had intermitted for 
three years consecutively. 
ANS: Two years: 1 student 
 
(13) The number of students withdrawing from their course, broken down by undergraduates or postgraduates, and 
further broken down by reason for withdrawal. 
ANS: Undergraduates: 

The following Undergraduate students were recorded as ‘Discontinuation. Other reason – permanent’:  

 2015/16: 5                            

 2016/17: 1                             

 2017/18: 2                             

 2018/19: 3                            

 2019/20: 2                            

 2020/21: 0 to date             

Postgraduates: 
The following Postgraduate students were recorded as ‘Discontinuation. Other reason – permanent’:  
 
The numbers below are taken from CamSIS, the central student record system, but this does not include those 
courses where a student does not apply via CamSIS. 

 2015/16: 3                            

 2016/17: 2                            

 2017/18: 0                            

 2018/19: 2                            

 2019/20: 3  

 2020/21: 0 to date  

(14) With regards to the Fitness to Study procedure for your College, indicate the number of times the process was 
started with referral to the separate stages examined in your response to (3). You may find that the procedure can 
begin at a later stage, or advance through stages at discretion (eg. due to the decision of a Senior Tutor, or College 
Master) rather than via a decision-making body or other measure included in the prior stage; treat this as the the 
process starting at the later stage. 
 
For example, a response might be: 
Stage 1: 3 
Stage 2: 1 
Stage 3: 0 
This would indicate that 3 students began the process at Stage 1, whilst 1 student was escalated at discretion or 
started directly at Stage 2, and no students were started at Stage 3. 
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ANS: The College does not hold aggregated records. We would need to interrogate each individual student paper file 
(current and archived) to give an accurate answer and this would take longer than the 18hrs appropriate limit 
specified under the Act. 
 
(15) With regards to all times the Fitness to Study procedure has been used over the five years listed, please provide 
(i) the amount of money the College has spent on any mental health or disability training for any staff members who 
have held roles in any decision-making position involved in adjudicating any Fitness to Study cases including groups 
such as Case Review Panels or similar, excluding the salaries of any College Nurses or College Counsellors and; (ii) the 
amount of money the College has spent to fund students going through Fitness to Study procedures in obtaining 
medical evidence for the process. 
ANS: Training is available from the University.  Staff members who take on roles in any decision-making position 
would be referred to relevant training or refresher courses as required. Should a student require financial support to 
enable them to obtain medical evidence, the College will cover these costs. 
 
(16) How many students who have undergone Fitness to Study procedures (i) have a disability, and (ii) what are the 
frequency of different disabilities? Use any information the College holds in your response, or otherwise break down 
students by HESA definitions of disability to answer (ii). See here for HESA definitions: 
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection/student/datafutures/a/disability disability  
ANS: The College does not hold aggregated records. We would need to interrogate each individual student paper file 
(current and archived) to give an accurate answer and this would take longer than the 18hrs appropriate limit 
specified under the Act. 
 
 

20-85 – Student Covid breaches and disciplinary action 
I would like to submit an FOI request.  I want to ask: 
 

1. How many students have faced disciplinary action from the university over breaches of university or 
government Covid-19 guidelines?  

2. For the above figure broken down into the different types of disciplinary action faced 
 
For both questions, I would like data as of start of university term until 27th October please. 
 

Response 

I can confirm that for the period in question, i.e. from the start of term and up to 27th October, Ten students 
received a small fine (mostly £25 or £30) for breaches of Covid-19 guidelines such as ignoring quarantine rules.  Any 
fines issued are sent to Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust and not retained by the College.                  
 
 

20-86 – Student deaths past five years and causes 
I would like to make an FOI into the following: 
 
1. The number of students enrolled in the university who have died from the start of the 2020 academic year until 
22nd November and the causes of these deaths (if known).  
2. The number of students enrolled in the university who died from the start of the academic year until the 22nd 
November for 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019, and the causes of these deaths (if known).  
 

Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. For both of your questions I can report zero student deaths. 
 
 

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection/student/datafutures/a/disability_disability
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20-87 – BMAT and interview scores A100 Medicine 2018-2020 
May I please request the following information of overseas applicants who were offer holders for the A100 Medicine 
course in 2020, 2019, and 2018? 
1) Average BMAT scores (Sections 1, 2, and 3)  
2) Average interview scores  
3) Average A-Levels/ IB predicted. 
 

Response 

There are only four students from this period who are overseas applicants and offer holders studying Medicine; 
therefore, and in order to ensure anonymity, I can only provide you with the aggregated information for the years 
2018-2020: 
 
1) Average BMAT scores (Sections 1, 2, and 3): 6.1; 6.78; 4.25 
2) Average interview scores: 8.6 
3) Average A-Levels/ IB predicted: n/a. 
 
 

20-92 – Student /staff Covid infringement of Downing rules and disciplinary action 
Under the Freedom of Information Act, please can you send:  

1. The number of infringements of College rules by students at Downing College regarding COVID-19 rules in 
Michaelmas term 2020 

2. The number of infringements of College rules by staff at Downing College regarding COVID-19 rules in 
Michaelmas term 2020 

3. The nature of the infringement in each event e.g. unpermitted house party, neglecting to self-isolate   
4. The disciplinary measures that were taken against the students/staff in each event E.g. fine, written warning, 

community service 
5. The total amount that was fined to students/staff of Downing College in Michaelmas term 2020 for the 

infringement of COVID-19 rules 

 
Response 

Further to your FoI request to Downing College concerning infringements of Covid-19 rules, we have recorded the 
following student incidents this term which I hope will answer your questions. I am not aware of any staff incidents. 
 
Please note, for any fines issued (£380 to date) the money is donated to Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust and not 
retained by the College.  
       

Description Outcome 

3x freshers’ reps reported as 
breaking COVID rules 

Warning 

Student damaged appliance in a 
kitchen they should never have 
entered due to COVID rules 

Suspended fine: £40 

Students ignoring quarantine rules Fines: 4x £30; £50 for 1x student as known positive 
plus £75 suspended 

Kitchen party violating isolation £25 for rule breach and £50 for known positive 
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20-93 – Complaints of racism made by members of your college over the past five years 
I would like to ask that you respond to the following prompts, in relation to complaints of racism made by members 

of your college over the past five years. 

The data requested is for the annual sum number of complaints of racism, for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 

2019. Data is kindly requested in calendar years. 

1. How many complaints of racism have been made against students of your college for each year? 
2. How many complaints of racism have been made against staff of your college for each year? 
3. How many of the racism complaints against both students and staff during each year were referred by the 

college to the police, and how many were referred to an independent review board such as the OIA? 
4. How many students your college have had disciplinary action taken against them due to racist behaviour?  

How many staff in your college have had disciplinary action taken against them due to racist behaviour. 

 
Response 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning racism complaints since 2015.  
 
Following guidelines from the Information Commissioners Office regarding reporting small numbers, and as Downing 
is a small community, I can only confirm that for the years in question we have 0-5 incidents on record concerning 
complaints in the categories you have identified.  As I’m sure you are aware, personal data is exempt from disclosure 
under section 40(2) of the Act, and there is the danger that individuals could be identified if we were to provide you 
with any further information.  
 

Students found violating quarantine 
with 2 visitors 

Fines: 3 x £25, plus £50 suspended 

Households mixed together to eat Suspended fine: £40 

Student brought external guest into 
College during Lockdown.  

Fine: £20 + £40 suspended 

Student escorting guest out of the 
College in breach of Lockdown. 

Fine: £20 + £40 suspended 

Student escorted guest onto College 
grounds in breach of Lockdown 

Fine: £20 + £40 suspended 

Party during lockdown TBC 

Party during lockdown TBC 

Student found to be in another 
household  

TBC 

Student found in another student’s 
room and in another college during 
Lockdown 

TBC 
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You may also wish to refer to our FoI Disclosure Log 2019, which contains our responses concerning racism 
complaints: https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure log 2019.pdf  In particular please see entries 
19-13 (p.12), and 19-31 (p.29). 
 
 

20-94 – College rental charges 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, I am requesting the following:  

1) What is the cheapest rent the college charges?  

2) What is the most expensive rent the college charges?  

3) What is the average rent the college charges?  

4) Has the college offered students a rent rebate because of Covid, and if so, how much is it?  

Please let me know if you require clarification on any of the above.  

 

Response 

Please note, the information you require can be found on our website towards the foot of the page at: 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges. It includes a range 

of rental prices, average and minimum costs. Concerning your last question, due to Covid lockdown restrictions we 

will not be charging students rental fees who are not in residence for the Lent term.  

 

 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/disclosure_log_2019.pdf
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges

