WELCOME
AS LIFE RETURNS to normal, we can

look forward to Michaelmas term in person
and welcoming alumni back to College
for reunions and events.

The artist David Hockney’s distinctive style
and use of colour is unfailingly cheering as is
the photograph of him in his studio with his
dog. Downing will host its own blockbuster
Hockney exhibition at the Heong Gallery
and the Fitzwilliam Museum next summer
and it is currently the only scheduled show of
the artist’s work which is free. In our feature,
art historians Martin Kemp (Downing 1960
and Honorary Fellow) and Martin Gayford
provide fascinating insights into the inspiration
behind the work of Britain’s most famous
living artist. As Martin Kemp says, ‘People
will be coming to the Heong Gallery to see
one of the most extraordinarily creative visual
intelligences of our time, working in incredibly
varied, dynamic ways. We really need to be
in the space, interacting with the pictures and
bringing our own perspectives on what we’re
seeing.’ So, if you need another reason to visit
College, this is it! And if distance prevents you

In this Issue
from making the trip, we will almost certainly
be running virtual tours and talks.
Sadly, this year we had to cancel all alumni
events and our 40 Years of Women
celebrations and move them online. Not to
be outwitted, College Archivist Jenny Ulph
continued her research into the role women
have played at Downing and her article
highlights just some of the influential women
in the College’s history. You will also quickly
surmise from reading this issue that despite
moving many activities online, Downing
Fellows, students and alumni have continued
to be very busy over the last year.

FROM THE MASTER

2–5
FEATURES

6–19
COLLEGE NEWS

20–31

We look forward to seeing you at events and in
College soon and wish everyone in the Downing
community the very best for the coming year.
JO FINNIE JONES
Development Director
SIMON WALKER
Honorary Secretary, Downing
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IN THE COLLEGE RECORDS the year
2020–21 will forever have an asterisk after it,
to indicate how extraordinary it was. Covid-19
not only caused untold disruption to the
normal rhythms of Downing life, but it also
prompted an impressive response, in terms of
resilience, flexibility and determination across
the whole of our community. It was, of course,
a largely virtual year. Lectures, supervisions,
exams and admissions interviews happened
online. Governing Body and our other
committees conducted their business on
Zoom. For much of the year the same went
for student societies, alumni events, MCR
seminars and Chapel services.

It was impressive how well students adapted
to online learning, much of it done from home,
and to virtual exams, mainly taken in College
bedrooms with access to books, notes and
the internet. Perhaps this helped to produce
results that on average were better than in
a normal year. The disruption was greater
still to students’ social life. Lockdown meant
socialising was restricted to household groups.
For much of the year College facilities were
closed, food was available only as a takeaway
service and the Library was open only for
pre-booked, socially-distanced slots.

“Covid-19 not only caused
untold disruption to the normal
rhythms of Downing life, but it
also prompted an impressive
response, in terms of resilience,
flexibility and determination
across the whole of our
community.”
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The year had started with an unusual
matriculation day. The Freshers gathered on
the Paddock in individually painted circles
two metres apart, to hear my speech and be
photographed by a drone hovering above
them. They were then matriculated on the
portico of the Master’s Lodge and picnic
boxes replaced the normal sit-down dinner in
Hall. Due to the situation over A level grades,
it was a bumper year for admissions, with 148
new students matriculating, 20 more than
normal. Governing Body was replenished too
with new Fellows in Biology, Law, Economics,
Clinical Medicine and History of Art. New
Senior Bursar, Gavin Flynn, was thrown into
the Covid-19 deep end, dealing with the loss
of student rents during lockdown and the
absence of conference income for a whole
annual cycle.

During the year we were saddened by the
death of two Honorary Fellows, Michael
Apted and Sir Alan Bowness, Foundation
Fellow Hugh Brammer, Wilkins Fellow Gary
Blankenship and George Pulman QC, who
was instrumental in College fundraising.
More happily we welcomed to the Honorary
Fellowship Sir Colin Birss, a Downing alumnus
appointed this year to the Court of Appeal. In
the New Year we established a new post of
Head of Student Wellbeing, in response to
another, less conspicuous pandemic, that of
student mental illness. Very sadly, in January
a student died in College, the first to do so at
Downing for many years.
As the year progressed, we saw two new
research centres take root: one for Climate
Repair under former Master Sir David King,
THE MASTER WRITES
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STEPHEN BENNETT in conversation

with MARTIN GAYFORD & MARTIN KEMP
(18 May 2021) about the upcoming
Heong Gallery exhibition

DAVID HOCKNEY:
In Perspective

MID-MAY. Rain…and more rain. It almost feels like
Spring has been cancelled. Fortunately, there is colour
out there if we’re prepared to look for it. The Heong
Gallery, in collaboration with the Fitzwilliam Museum,
is gearing up for a major exhibition in summer 2022
of the work of one of Britain’s greatest living artists,
David Hockney, and two of the world’s most eminent
art historians, Martin Kemp and Martin Gayford, have
agreed to talk to The Downing Magazine about what’s in
store. The former is Emeritus Professor of Art History at
Oxford – and a Downing alumnus and Honorary Fellow –
while the latter has worked with Hockney on a number of
book projects, not least the latest, a wonderfully uplifting
account of the artist’s relocation to rural Normandy,
the title of which couldn’t be more welcome under the
circumstances, Spring Cannot Be Cancelled. The colour
we’ve missed will soon be back. And, at the age of 83,
it looks like David Hockney is still working overtime to
make sure that happens.

MK: For the first time, we’ll be

looking at Hockney’s work in
conjunction with his ideas on
perception and representation,
while exploring ways of
seeing as understood in
contemporary science. That’s
never really been done before.
He’s been in discussion
with (neurobiologist and
specialist in the science of
vision) Sir Colin Blakemore,
who’s an Honorary Fellow
of the College, so we hope
Colin will also be involved.
This conjunction of ideas all
seemed to come together
to make Downing a perfect
venue for the exhibition.

David Hockney, “The Entrance” 2019 © David Hockney
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“Remarkable artists often
do that. They continue
the traditions of the past
but also reconfigure
them so that we become
aware of the tradition
from a fresh angle.”

David Hockney “No. 263”, 28 April 2020 iPad painting
© David Hockney

MK: That is a very traditional thing, in a way.
If you look at, say, Leonardo’s Last Supper,
there are all sorts of ‘bits’ of time embedded
into it from the Biblical story. David is working
with the big motifs that run through the
history of art. He both commentates on
things and does them his own way.

Do you think Hockney is consciously
observing the tradition, along the lines of
Constable and Monet, of the artist working in
a small space and focussing on small detail as
a way of making a universal statement about
the world and how we see it?

MG: Remarkable artists often do that. They

following a temperamental imperative in the
way that, for example, Lucian Freud or Frank
Auerbach didn’t like leaving their studios. For
quite a while, David has liked the idea of having
a patch of territory he can explore and not be
disturbed too much while he is doing it. He
is looking at his surroundings all the time and
is immersed in his subject in a similar way to
how Cézanne or Van Gogh would have been.

continue the traditions of the past but also
reconfigure them so that we become aware
of the tradition from a fresh angle.

“David is working with the big
motifs that run through the
history of art.”

12
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MG: I think he is aware of that but he is also

On a fundamental level, it seems as though
Hockney just wants us to look more closely and
with a greater intensity at the world around us –
to simply take the time to see and engage.

Utagawa Hiroshige, Sudden Shower of
Shin-Ohashi Bridge and Atake, 1857
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

MG: And in that sense, a picture is a device for
encouraging people to pay attention. Painting
that picture requires Hockney himself to pay
an enormous amount of attention. In order to
appreciate it, you have to do the same.
MK: David is continually refreshing his
own way of looking and his own way of
translating into paint those things we may
have overlooked or that haven’t previously
been seen depicted in that way.

The title of the upcoming exhibition is In
Perspective. We are clearly not just talking
about vanishing points and colour diffusion,
here. This is about how we look, what we
perceive personally and emotionally, and what
the viewer brings to the interactive experience.
MK: Yes, it is perspective as an optical system

in painting but it is also the perspective on the
artist’s life and the totality of their activity.

MG: David believes that, despite what was
first established in the art of fifteenth-century
Florence, there is no such thing as ‘correct’
perspective. There are probably infinite ways
of projecting a vision of the world.

We also have Monet’s haystacks and Rouen
Cathedral paintings to show us it’s not just
about whoever is making the picture and
where they’ve chosen to stand. They’re
proof that if we stay in one place for more
than a few minutes, what we’re looking at
will have changed, anyway.
MG: I think that is part of it – that everything

is changing all the time…

…not least, Hockney’s approach to physical
frames and the limitations of a traditional
rectangle delineating where a picture might
begin and end.
MK: For the Fitzwilliam Museum, we are

borrowing Meindert Hobbema’s famous, The
Avenue of Middelharnis from The National
Gallery. It is a picture of a row of trees which
appear to go back in a meticulous, calculated
perspective and we are showing – alongside
it – Hockney’s own version of it on shaped
canvases. The Hobbema picture has centres
FEATURES
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of visual interest but by looking at the space
when it isn’t dominated by that plunging
distance (as in the Hockney version), you
start to see areas of the original picture in a
very different way. The Hobbema, in a sense,
responds to the Hockney.
There is also the idea of the frame that
just keeps on going, as with another of the
artist’s favourites, The Bayeux Tapestry.
MG: Yes, he does like that. And he has just
finished an enormously long work – 80
metres – that is due to be shown at The
Orangerie, in Paris, in October. It comprises
a whole year’s series of iPad drawings,
edited together to make a continuous
sequence – bare winter trees, then on
through spring, summer, and autumn, and
back to snow and bare trees again. It’s quite
a spectacular undertaking.

MK: Also on the theme of perspective, we
are talking about projecting one of David’s
views of his studio, with all the works and
chairs set at different angles, tailor-made to fit
exactly onto the big wall at the far end of The
Heong Gallery. That way you would have this
remarkable manipulation of the space.
MG: It’s that thing he does of taking you for
a walk around the interior space of the picture.
It’s an idea he has being playing with for a
long time – part of that internal process of
taking in the whole by splicing together lots
of different ‘glimpses’.
MK: Absolutely. A very rapid ‘collaging’, if
you like. The brain processes these multiple
images with astonishing speed and fluency.
It’s what gives us enough of a coherence
so as not to drive into the car in front! That
perception – the human act of seeing – is

David Hockney “No. 599”, 1 November 2020 iPad painting
© David Hockney

something we often overlook and one of
David’s career motifs has been his reverence
for that very act.
MG: That and disturbing the routine aspect of

how we look at things. He’s trying to interrupt
the ritual process to say, ‘Pay more attention
to this bit.’

Gallery to see one of the most extraordinarily
creative visual intelligences of our time,
working in incredibly varied, dynamic ways.
We really need to be in the space, interacting
with the pictures and bringing our own
perspectives on what we’re seeing.

And there couldn’t be a better time for
that to happen than right now. As our
conversation draws to a close, it’s still
raining in Cambridge. Besides a few
farmers, David Hockney would probably
be the only one happy about it. He loves
drawing the rain. Probably because, like
him, it’s never still.

One also gets the impression that Hockney
just loves looking at pictures – other people’s
pictures – and needs to communicate that
love to the people looking at his own.

David Hockney: In Perspective will open at the Heong
Gallery and Fitzwilliam Museum in Summer 2022.
Visit www.dow.cam.ac.uk/cultural-life/heong-gallery

MK: People will be coming to the Heong

David Hockney “No. 556”, 19 October 2020 iPad painting

MG: He says, quite directly, that stress
comes from worrying about what might
happen in the future whereas art is ‘now’.
That applies both to drawing and to looking
at a picture – the notion that concentration
is happiness and that by looking, we’re
taken out of those temporal anxieties.

© David Hockney
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John’s philosophy of portering was positive and clear: how the Porters’
Lodge was effectively the frontline of the College, the crucial interface
between Downing and the wider world, where first impressions much
mattered. As he said, he wanted visitors to be greeted not with ‘What
do you want?’, but ‘How can I help you?’ Through example and
encouragement, he was able to establish this ethos as NFDP (Normal
for Downing Porters), which has continued through to the present.

John Gelhaar
The College was very saddened by the death
earlier this year of John Gelhaar, Deputy Head
Porter 1980–93 and Head Porter 1993–99. The
former Vice Master, Paul Millett, writes:
MOST CAMBRIDGE UNDERGRADUATES would probably claim that
their Porters are the best in the University. In the case of Downing,
that may well be the case. Regularly, visitors to the College – including
interviewees for places, supervisees and colleagues from other
colleges, and conference attendees – comment spontaneously on the
helpfulness and friendliness of those in the Porters’ Lodge. This culture
of welcome and assistance is in large measure the creation of John
Gelhaar, the legendary Deputy, then Head Porter of Downing for
almost twenty years, who has died aged eighty–two.

John Gelhaar leads a graduation parade

28
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A big man in every way, John had an imposing presence, only
enhanced by the traditional porter’s bowler. His natural demeanour
and expression were of genial benevolence. That made the rare
occasions when sternness was called for all the more effective. Here
was one of John’s great qualities. Students inevitably come with all
types of attitudes and behaviours on different occasions. John knew,
seemingly instinctively, when some minor misdemeanour merited a
few firm words rather than referral to the Dean. In doing so, he won
the affection and respect of generations of students, while enjoying
the complete confidence of the Fellowship, who were thankful that the
everyday supervision of life in Downing was in such dependable hands.
John’s time in the Lodge coincided with the arrival of female students
as members of the College. It is fair to say that he and his team (in
those days, all male) adjusted superbly and were overall more involved
than Senior Members in meeting and resolving the day-to-day
consequences of this momentous change.
Here are a couple of personal reminiscences… John behind the desk
in the Lodge, explaining to a somewhat haughty conference delegate,
with great patience and commendable courtesy, that, in spite of their
title, porters in Cambridge colleges did not have the function of
carrying luggage to rooms… John playing in the Staff versus Fellows
Cricket Match in the summer of 1984, smiting fifty-plus runs to gain
the victory for his side, then enjoying afterwards a much deserved
pint in the College Bar. Never did a man seem more contented, and
rightly so.
Sadly, John’s last years were affected by Huntington’s disease.
Those who knew him in his prime will not be surprised to learn that he
confronted this challenge with great courage and humour, retaining to
the end keen affection for, and sharp memories, of his time at Downing.

COLLEGE NEWS
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Reports from Fellows
ZOE BARBER took on the role of Vice Master

at the start of the academic year and is
enjoying a greater involvement with College
administration and interactions. It’s been a
difficult year for many students (Zoe has
been acting as Director of Studies for all of
the 1st year Natural Scientists) and she has
learned a great deal about just how much
student support is available through the
College. It is hoped that next year will bring
face-to-face meetings, in-person teaching
and the opportunity to meet with and get to
know the wider College community.

MONICA MORENO FIGUEROA will end a
4-year role as University Race Equality and
Inclusion Champion at the end of the Easter
Term 2021. She is currently competing for a
USD$20m grant in the RacialEquity2030 call
of the W K Kellogg Foundation. The project
aims to support the leadership of Black and
Indigenous women in four countries in Latin
America, via anti-racist laboratories in Brazil,
Colombia, Guatemala and Mexico. This
work will develop and strengthen women’s
thinking and interventions to tackle everyday,
institutional and structural forms of racism.
The process of putting this application
together has been very productive in itself, so
that it is a win already, whatever the outcome.
Here is the team’s application website and
video: https://www.collectiveracialhealing.org
With colleague, Prof. Peter Wade, Monica
presented the paper Inflections of AntiRacism in Latin America with some key
results of their project: Latin American Antiracism in a ‘Post-Racial’ Age (LAPORA;
48
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https://www.lapora.sociology.cam.ac.uk).
They discussed this work in three different
seminar series:
• Race and Racism in the Global South
event series at Kings College London:
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/events/series/raceand-racism-in-the-global-south
• CEDLA: Centre for Latin American Research
and Documentation seminar series at the
University of Amsterdam: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=gfP_d1TGMP0
• Department of Sociology research seminar
series at the London School of Economics:
https://www.lse.ac.uk/sociology/events/
research-seminar-series/inflections-of-antiracism-in-latin-america
Invitations this year have included that
from the Embassy of Mexico in the United
Kingdom to commemorate International
Women’s Day, in an event with two other
prominent Mexican academics, speaking
about Women, Sexism and Racism: Thinking
of Intersectionality in Society and Academia.
https://www.facebook.com/Embamexru/
videos/2128598990615840. She was also
invited by New York University Abu Dhabi
to speak at a panel / webinar event entitled
Race in Global Perspective as part of their Race,
Diversity and the Learning Community series.
This panel brought together four scholars of
race as it plays out in Asia, Latin America,
Europe, and the Middle East and North Africa
for a conversation moderated by Prof. Ann
Morning, on the global reach of the Black
Lives Matter movement which has spurred
reflection on race, racism and anti-Blackness
around the world. Other guests were Yasuko
Takezawa, Professor, Institute for Research

“This work will develop and
strengthen women’s thinking
and interventions to tackle
everyday, institutional and
structural forms of racism.”
in Humanities, Kyoto University; Mathias
Möschel, Head of Department and Associate
Professor, Department of Legal Studies, and
Chair of the Human Rights Program, Central
European University; and Faisal Abualhassan,
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History,
Johns Hopkins University: https://nyuad.nyu.
edu/en/events/2021/march/race-in-globalperspective.html
Together with Dr Jose Espericueta, and
with the moderation of Dr Pedro Gonzalez,
Monica led the Annual Race Workshop,
entitled Conversations on Mestizaje,
Transculturation and Anti-Black Racism in Latin
America, hosted by the Ackerman Center for
Holocaust Studies at the University of Texas
at Dallas (March 2021).

IAN JAMES was invited to participate in
two online public discussions relating to the
Covid pandemic: “The Scattered Community
of the Eclipsed Paradigms of Belonging in
the Wake of the 2020 Pandemic”, Birkbeck
Research in Aesthetics of Kinship and
Community (BRAKC), June 2020; and
“Jean-Luc Nancy at BRAKC”, in a discussion
with Jean-Luc Nancy, on Community
and the Coronavirus, Birkbeck College,
December 2020.
He has also published one book chapter:
“On Open Community” in Continental
Perspectives on Community: Human

Coexistence from Unity to Plurality; Chantal
Bax and Gert-Jan van der Heiden (eds.), New
York: Routledge, pp. 15–28. Ian’s book, The
Technique of Thought (previously featured
in this Magazine), was one of six books
shortlisted for the 2020 Society for French
Studies Gapper Book Prize.

EWAN JONES has been awarded a
Leverhulme Fellowship for 2021/22, on the
topic of Close Reading as Attentional Practice.
He has published a reflection on teaching
during the pandemic: How to Learn, Together,
Alone; Critical Inquiry, 47.S2 (Winter 2021),
123–126.

SARAH KENNEDY has a new chapter
forthcoming in Elizabeth Bishop in Context
(Cambridge University Press, July 2021),
edited by Angus Cleghorn and Jonathan
Ellis. This chapter, Florida, explores the poet’s
relationship with the fluid geography of the
Florida Keys: “With imagination and precision,
this first-rate collection of essays explores
the varied contexts – geographical, familial,
historical, artistic, intellectual, social, cultural
and political – that influenced Elizabeth
Bishop’s literary career. ... This book is a
must-read for readers new to Bishop and for
those that thought they knew her.” —Susan
Rosenbaum, University of Georgia.

“This chapter, Florida, explores
the poet’s relationship with
the fluid geography of the
Florida Keys...”
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AMY MILTON has been using her sabbatical

to continue her research into memory
reconsolidation and has recently been working
collaboratively with Professor Trevor Robbins
on a new rodent model of checking behaviour
in obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD).
She has published several articles in journals
such as Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience,
Current Opinion in Pharmacology and Nature
Neuroscience. She has also spoken at a
number of (virtual) international meetings,
including the Federation of European
Neuroscience Societies biennial meeting
and moderated a session on epigenetics and
memory at the Society for Neuroscience’s
Global Connectome. She has recently taken
up a Section Editor position for the journal
Pharmacology, Biochemistry and Behavior and
has been appointed as the General Secretary
to the European Behavioural Pharmacology
Society from July 2021.

NICK RAWLINSON, BP Foundation
McKenzie Professor of Earth Sciences, was
elected Vice President (Geophysics) of the
Royal Astronomical Society for 2021–2023.
The last year has proven to be immensely
challenging for international fieldwork,
which is a core part of his research.
Experiments in Australia and Indonesia
have been delayed due to travel restrictions,
and local collaborators have had to step
in and undertake the deployment of
seismometers and the collection of data.
One exception was Iceland, where fieldwork
turned out to be feasible. Together with
his team of PhD students and Postdocs,
Nick was able to travel into the Highlands
in August 2020 and download crucial data
from around volcanoes such as Askja and
Bárðarbunga. His team also deployed
seismic stations near the recent eruption
site on the Reykjanes Peninsula.

Askja caldera, featuring Öskjuvatn lake in the background and Víti geothermal lake
in the foreground. Askja is located in the Northern Volcanic Zone of Iceland
Courtesy of Nick Rawlinson

50

DOWNING COLLEGE MAGAZINE

IAN ROBERTS gave online courses ‘in’ Beijing
and Verona, as well as conference papers ‘in’
Bled (Croatia), Siena and, interestingly, as
keynote speaker at the 10th International
Conference on Ancient Chinese Grammar.
He also gave an invited talk ‘at’ the University
of Arizona in Tucson. And all from the
comfort of his own home!

FRISBEE SHEFFIELD was recently awarded
a CRASSH* Crausaz Wordsworth
Interdisciplinary Fellowship in Philosophy
which she will be taking up in January 2022.
She will be working on a project exploring
how Plato is a source of inspiration for some
of Hannah Arendt’s central ideas, particularly
on the relationship between dialogue, thinking,
and ethics, which is central to Arendt’s analysis
of political evil.
(*The University’s Centre for Research in
the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities.)

Over the last year GRAHAM VIRGO has
been fully involved in the University’s
response to the pandemic and its recovery
programme as Senior Pro-Vice-Chancellor
(Education). He has been leading on the
University’s shift to remote examination
and assessment and teaching and learning,
whilst also considering what teaching and
examination will look like in the future.
What the pandemic has shown, is the vital
importance of a residential education in
Cambridge and all that this involves, as
well as the desire for students to have
in-person teaching. However, there are
plans for greater use of digital education
to support that teaching. Many parts of
the University will not be returning to

the old ways of examining and will be
adopting different modes of assessment.
Graham has also been leading on the
launch of Cambridge Advance Online, a
partnership between Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge Assessment and the
academic university, to deliver a range of
online courses. In addition, mental health and
wellbeing provision throughout the Collegiate
University is being reviewed and the
Foundation Year has been launched: Graham
is delighted that Downing will be admitting
Foundation Year students from October 2022.
He has had some time for academic
work and publications include: The Principles
of Equity and Trusts (4th ed., 2020, OUP);
‘Unjust Enrichment’ in Challenging Private Law:
Lord Sumption on the Supreme Court (eds.
Worthington and Day, Ch. 10, 2020, Hart);
‘A Taxonomy of Defences in Restitution’ in
Research Handbook on Unjust Enrichment and
Restitution’ (eds. Bant, Barker and Degeling,
Ch. 20, 2020, Edward Elgar Publishing).

DAVID WALES received the 2020 Humboldt
Research Prize, awarded by the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation.

“What the pandemic has
shown, is the vital importance
of a residential education
in Cambridge and all that
this involves, as well as the
desire for students to have
in-person teaching.”
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Obituary
The last year has seen the passing of five alumni who through their achievements
or contributions to the College were elected to the Fellowship. Obituaries for
Michael Apted CMG, Gary Blankenship, Sir Alan Bowness, Hugh Brammer OBE
and George Pullman QC, together with alumnus Professor Roy Norman,
a teaching fellow 1952–1962, can be found in the alumni obituaries section.

ROY ALBERT WISBEY, Fellow from 1959 to 1971, died on 21 October 2020, aged
91. His friend and colleague, Professor Jeremy Adler, writes:

Roy revolutionised the study of modern languages by pioneering the field of
digital humanities, which is now fundamental to research in the area. He founded
the Literary and Linguistic Computing Centre at Cambridge University in
1964 and collaborated in the creation in 1973 of the Association for Literary and
Linguistic Computing (now the European Association for Digital Humanities), of
which he was the first chair and president (1980–83).
In the early days, computing was extremely laborious, being based on
mainframe computers, punched cards and magnetic tape. It is all the more
remarkable that Roy recognised the medium’s potential and made Cambridge
a world leader in digital humanities. Equally important was his transformation of
the Modern Humanities Research Association (MHRA) into a financially wellendowed and high-powered force with national reach.
Roy taught 16th- and 20th-century German literature at Durham followed by
medieval German literature at Cambridge. He was elected a Fellow of Downing
College in 1959, appointed College Librarian in 1962, was President of the
Cuppers winning football team in 1967 and rowed in the 1970 May Boat. In later
life Roy was delighted to enjoy his dining rights at College where, I gather, he was
always a most convivial companion.
In 1971 he was appointed head of the department of German at King’s
College London, a position he held until 1994. Under Roy’s stewardship
the department was modernised and became one of the leading places for
teaching and research in the subject in the UK. During this period, he held other
distinguished offices including a tenure as honorary director of the Institute of
Germanic Studies of the University of London. His services to German studies
were recognised by awards from the Federal German Republic in 1987 and the
56
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Republic of Austria in 1988. Above all a brilliant medievalist, specialising in
Gottfried von Strassburg’s Tristan, Roy played a key role in the creation of the
King’s Centre for Late Antique and Medieval Studies, of which he was the first
director. He was truly a universal man.
Born into a working-class family in Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire, to
Albert, who became chairman of the council in Bishop’s Stortford, and Mary,
Roy attended Bishop’s Stortford College. He then did military service, serving
as a warrant officer, second class and went on to study modern and medieval
languages at Cambridge, graduating with a first in 1952, after which he earned
a doctorate at the University of Frankfurt.
Everything Roy did was marked by his probity and his commitment, his
passion and his kindness. At the end of every day he would go for an hour’s
swim in the students’ union and then return to the office for a night shift.
In 1949, Roy met Ernestine (Erni) on an exchange visit to Vienna. They
married in 1951. Erni was tireless in assisting Roy in his duties as honorary
treasurer of the MHRA. She died earlier in 2020. He is survived by their son,
John, and grandchildren, Jamie, Elizabeth, Arabella and Alexander.

The newly restored Rose Garden at Downing
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of Michaelmas term, as every year, was preparing for our hugely popular Advent
Carol Service, which this year was entirely pre-recorded and released online. It was
a shorter format than usual and we missed the experience of the Chapel suitably
bursting at the seams with festive congregants, but we were so pleased that
we were able to share something similar virtually to the over 2,000 people who
tuned in. Sadly, tightened restrictions in the New Year halted our progress and we
weren’t able to sing in Lent term, but we have started singing in the Chapel again
with reduced numbers for short services of Evensong on Sunday evenings and are
greatly looking forward to more singing as restrictions relax further.
Our original plan was to delay last year’s cancelled tour to Scandinavia, with
performances in Gothenburg, Strysö, Oslo and Bergen, to this year, but this
unfortunately hasn’t been possible. We hope that this might finally happen next
year, in a return to our usual schedule culminating in our annual international tour,
but in the meantime we are planning a residential for incoming (and leaving)
Choir members in College at the end of the summer to prepare us for the new
academic year.
Thanks are due to my colleague, Louisa Denby (assisting organist); to
Downing’s Director of College and Chapel Music, David Lowe, who has been
a valuable mentor and advisor to us throughout the year; to the Chaplain for
his continued support for the Choir and its ambitions; and, of course, to the
Choir themselves, for their enthusiasm and dedication in providing music for the
College and Chapel in such difficult circumstances.
CHRIS HAMILTON
Organ Scholar

Cranworth Law Society
2021 MARKS THE centenary of Cranworth Law Society! We

have been extremely fortunate with a busy schedule of events
this year, alongside new developments for the Society. This
includes our new logo, after it came to our attention that our
previous one was in breach of the Law of Arms.
Michaelmas term began with an informal Q&A panel with senior members
of the judiciary including our very own Lord David Lloyd-Jones and Sir Richard
McCombe as well as Lady Jill Black. We are incredibly grateful for the continued
warmth and generosity our Law students receive from such esteemed alumni and
we enjoyed getting to know them better and especially hearing about their aerial
hobbies. We also had the pleasure of hosting joint events with City law firms
such as Slaughter and May, Herbert Smith Freehills, Davis Polk, and Debevoise &
Plimpton, which have allowed our members to explore the world of commercial
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law. Special thanks go to the firms for providing food and drink for these events
and our Secretaries, Callum Caldwell and Finn Bell, for their speedy pizza delivery
skills across College accommodation.
Lent term was full of surprises for the Society. The Christmas lockdown
caught most of our members away from Cambridge. Nonetheless, we were able
to not only fuel the stereotypical caffeine addiction of Law students through
Bould Brothers coffee socials, but also managed to organise two moots. Our
52nd annual Downing-Magdelene Moot went ahead, with strong performances
from Saifullah Shah and Rose Wiener, both of whom received positive comments
from Downing alumnus, Sir Colin Birss. We also held our very first Varsity moot
with Lincoln College, Oxford on a problem about backwards tracing and the
recent Privy Council decision in Durant. Congratulations to our own Julian
Torres-H-Bonilla and Luke Adams for a very impressive win. The rest of Lent term
also saw many members contribute articles to the Society’s newest project: our
own Law Journal in celebration of our centenary. We have interviewed numerous
inspiring Downing alumni and received a varied selection of articles. Look out
for the Cranworth Annual Law Journal this Summer! We are hoping that this will
become an annual publication and look forward to inviting submissions from all
the Downing legal community very soon!
Perhaps the most exciting part of the Cranworth year is welcoming incoming
Freshers. Despite not having had the chance to meet all Freshers in person yet,
through our online socials and study-advice sessions we feel as if we know them
just as well as any normal year and will be holding a small meal to celebrate the
end of their exams. Finally, the four candidates that ran in the annual Cranworth
election were very impressive and we are delighted to welcome Joe Sullivan and
Michael Smith as our incoming Secretaries. They will join incoming Presidents
Finn and Callum for the next academic year. We wish them the best of luck for an
even more fruitful year of in-person events!
QUINN LIANG and JULIAN TORRES-H-BONILLA

Danby Society
THE DANBY SOCIETY is the Science, Technology, Engineering and

Mathematics (STEM) society at Downing. We strive to provide our members
and the wider College community with opportunities to hear about the most
recent and exciting developments in the world of STEM. To keep the STEM
community engaged and aware of society events this year, we started the
Danby Society Instagram page which features future event descriptions and
interesting STEM history titbits. Although physical social gatherings were not
permitted, we made the most of virtual gatherings with a successful online pub
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quiz in collaboration with the Whitby Society. In addition, we also started the
STEM Buddy Programme to give Freshers the opportunity to meet other STEM
students with the hope of fostering a greater sense of community.
A shift in our speaker events to an online format also allowed our members
to hear from notable STEM personnel from across the globe. Our first speaker,
MIT Professor Sara Seager, captured our imaginations with her presentation
about the field of exoplanet research and her search for habitable worlds. Later
in the year, the presentation by world-renowned immunologist and 2011 Nobel
Prize winner Professor Bruce Beutler showed us the amazing progress in the field
of immunologic gene identification and the very real contribution of modern
technologies in our understanding of disease. Challenging though this year has been,
the Danby Society has remained committed to providing members with engaging
and enjoyable events and we look forward to continuing to do so into the future!
NATANYA CARTWRIGHT

Dramatic Society
IT IS MY pleasure to report that the Downing Dramatic Society has enjoyed
another highly successful year, continuing to represent and support the flourishing
and extremely talented student theatre community in College, whilst simultaneously
and rapidly growing into a major player on the University drama scene, in spite of
the shadow cast by the pandemic over the world of performing arts. In Michaelmas
term the Society put on a production in the prime-time slot at the ADC Theatre,
for the first time in over a decade, with a sold-out run of performances of a postapocalyptic rendition of Shakespeare’s Macbeth directed by our very own outgoing
Vice President, Seb Brindle and starring our outgoing President, Matthew Paul, as
Macduff. The production was a huge success, receiving highly favourable reviews
and proving what College drama societies are capable of achieving at the very
highest levels of student theatre here in Cambridge, even in such times of great
uncertainty. This year also saw the Society take over the successful Monologue
Clash from Christ’s Amateur Dramatic Society and the project has continued to
go from strength to strength under DDS management, with the format of the
event successfully adapted into a thoroughly enjoyable evening of monologues
hosted online in response to government restrictions.
At the time of writing the Society is looking forward to presenting our annual
Festival of New Writing, now in its seventh year and firmly established as both the
crowning jewel of our annual programme and the premier new writing event of the
year across the University. I would like to extend my gratitude to our outgoing
New Writing Officers, Savanna Patel and Leila Lawrence, for their tireless work in
ensuring that this project has been able to go ahead after its initial postponement.
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The Society is also excited to present its annual Freshers’ Show, which plays a crucial
role in bringing through a new generation of Downing thespian talent, irrespective
of prior theatrical experience. This year’s production will play its part in continuing
the proud Cambridge tradition of May Week Shakespeare, with a special outdoor
performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream under the creative direction of firstyear student, Mark Jones. Unfortunately, this had to be postponed to Michaelmas
term due to three of the cast having to self-isolate on the eve of the performance.
I wish to express my personal thanks to the outgoing Committee for bringing
the Society into its strongest position in recent years and in particular to finalists
Matthew Paul (President), Seb Brindle (Vice President) and Samantha Creswick
(Secretary) for their unwavering dedication. Special thanks must also go to our
fantastic Director of Drama, Stephen Bennett, whose commitment to DDS has again
been unparalleled over the past year in the most difficult of circumstances and
who has once more proven to be indispensable to the continued success of the
Society’s activities.
WILLIAM AUDIS

Jazz Band
LIKE MANY SOCIETIES, the Jazz Band has suffered under the restraints
of Covid-19 over the last year, with difficulty convening for rehearsals and
cancellation of a number of events. This was particularly disappointing last
summer, with the Band looking forward to its most impressive itinerary yet;
including a wedding at Pembroke College, numerous garden parties,
and the prestigious May Balls of Pembroke, Sidney Sussex and notably,
St John’s Colleges.
However, despite this, the easing of restrictions has allowed the band to remain
hopeful for the coming summer. Rehearsals have begun again (albeit outside!)
and the Band is already in very high demand for May Week, as garden parties and
other events are organised. Thanks are owed to the current Committee, including
Ollie Todd, Adrian Ramirez-Valdez and Dan Duffy, who have worked with College
throughout Covid-19 to ensure that the Band can continue to thrive. This year
we say goodbye to Adrian, who has been Co-President for two years and whose
exceptional talent on the alto sax will be sorely missed; as well as to Cambridge
University Jazz Orchestra’s Jay Chiswick on the bass and our superb vocalist Eve
Herzberg. We look forward to welcoming new members next year and hope to
continue to expand our horizons further.
OLLIE TODD
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The Maitland Society
FOR OBVIOUS REASONS, this year has not been without its challenges for
the Maitland Society. Nonetheless and perhaps unexpectedly for a society
forever casting its eyes to the past, Maitland embraced the technological
world of Zoom and hosted a variety of successful events over the academic
year. We were privileged to hear from Professor Simon Szreter in Michaelmas
term, who delivered a particularly topical talk on how Covid-19 has raised
the importance of history as a resource for critically examining public policy
choices and for proposing radical alternatives for the future. Following on
from this, Dr Ruth Lawlor delivered a thought-provoking paper in Lent term
on American sexual violence during the Second World War – illustrating the
challenges of grappling with an archive which is often frustratingly opaque on
matters of gendered violence, racial terror and the role of the law during this
crucial moment in history. Therefore, though Covid-19 prevented the usual
array of events and formals, the Maitland Society has continued to provide
a platform for stimulating historical debate. Nevertheless, here’s hoping next
year doesn’t ‘go down in history’ in quite the same way!
FRASER ROSSER-SMYTH

The Mathias Society
THE MATHIAS SOCIETY had been planning an event / dinner for current

Downing Economics and Land Economy undergraduates in mid-late June
(once coronavirus restrictions allowed). We look forward to hopefully
resuming proceedings as normal next year with our flagship Mathias Dinner,
including alumni and supervisors, to take place in February 2022.
DILLAN PARMER

The Music Society
AS A SOCIETY that would usually pride itself on presenting a diverse range of

in-person events to an enthusiastic audience in College, this year has proven
to be particularly challenging for the Downing College Music Society. The
inability to hold our usual series of live concerts has required us to adapt the
way we reach our audience. This has, however, given us the opportunity to
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ERIC CRAWFORD PATERSON (1956) died on 17 January 2021, aged 87. He took
a postgraduate diploma in Agricultural Science.

FREDERICK BURNETT PENHALIGON (1954) died on 24 July 2020, aged 86.
He read History. John Hussey and John Gibson (both 1954) write as follows, having
consulted his wife Janet:

Freddy came of pure Cornish stock, but his family had migrated to Devonshire
and he went to school in Crediton and Exmouth. With good A levels in History,
English and Latin he seemed bent on a career in architecture and had been
accepted by two vocational schools before changing direction to read History at
Downing. Clive Parry’s letter confirming him a place ended with a pleasing touch:
“I personally am glad”, which must have counted for much.
Freddy came up, aged 21, following National Service during which he studied
Russian in Bodmin camp. One of his colleagues there remembered his sheer
determination, working at his Russian translations despite the noise of a barrackroom. This dedication was evident from his first term at Cambridge, for while many
who were now quit of the Armed Forces plunged into the enticing hedonism of
undergraduate socialising, he tended to prefer the Mill Lane lectures and the quiet
of the Faculty Library. I shared a double set with him in our first year [then J 10,
now J 16/17] and later we both had digs near Parker’s Piece and it was noticeable
how he gradually relaxed and opened out. A potent if quiet influence in this
was our History director of studies, Reggie White, whose habit of introducing
fascinating sidelines to a set topic educated us as a strict limitation to the syllabus
might not have done.
Freddy responded. In his second year he took up rowing. His appreciation of
university life grew. He cherished the beauty of our chapel, liking the reflective
style of the chaplain George Woods. He spent vacations travelling with friends
to Yugoslavia, Germany, Italy, returning with fresher and wider views. What he
absorbed in those three years he retained and indeed – according to his later
pupils – manifestly passed on for the rest of his life.
After a brief spell in industry, he became a teacher of History and related
subjects. His sense of purpose resulted in headmasterships, the first in 1972 at
Sunbury Grammar School that he later turned into a Sixth Form College while also
creating an adjacent Comprehensive – and running both. Then he moved west to
run another Comprehensive till ‘retirement’. It was in fact no retirement, for he was
called in by a Further Education College that sought a good historian for its A level
classes. He stayed there for years teaching History and Politics; and many moving
letters from those students were quoted at his funeral.
Freddy married Janet, a teacher of German, and they had two sons, Andrew
and Robert, with grandchildren later. He was quietly, but intensely proud of them
166

DOWNING COLLEGE MAGAZINE

all. “He was”, said one daughter-in-law, “always there if I needed his help”. He had
a gift of listening with total and sympathetic attention even to the youngest of
the family.
A keen gardener with green fingers, his later years were restricted by ill-health,
but through self-discipline he continued to work at his Russian, to read and to
concern himself with music and books and events. His illnesses increased, but his
stoicism grew and to within weeks of his death his letters to friends remained full
of interest and even optimism. Rest in Peace, old friend.

MICHAEL JOHN PRAGNELL (1959) died on 15 July 2020, aged 80. He read
Natural Sciences followed by a PhD in Chemistry.

His career included being Quality Control Manager for Guinness, Park Royal and
Chief Executive of Zeneca Agrochemicals and Seeds. He was a member of the
Society of Ordained Scientists.

RALPH JOSEPH QUARTON (1953) died on 8 May 2020, aged 85.
He read Mechanical Sciences. His wife, June, writes:

Ralph was born in Manchester on 7 April 1935. He attended Audenshaw
Grammar School, from where he got a scholarship to Downing College, being
the first member of his family to go to University. Whilst at Downing he played
rugby and badminton for the College.
He went on to work at De Havilland Aircraft Company in Hertfordshire,
where he met his wife June, marrying on 31 May 1958. He left the private sector
to become a teacher at Langley School in Norfolk where he stayed for several
years before going to Singapore to teach children of service personnel. Returning
in 1968, he taught at Batley Grammar School, then moving to become head of
Mathematics and Computing at Kettlethorpe High School, Wakefield. On taking
early retirement, he moved with June to Burgundy in France where they lived for
22 years before returning to the UK in 2016. Whilst in France they became a big
part of the community keeping active and joining many of the local groups. He
leaves June, two children, six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
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DAVID ROGER LEES (1962) died on 2 January 2021, aged 78. He read Natural
Sciences with Part 2 in Zoology. Richard Cowie, Jeffrey Duckett and Paul Racey
(all 1962) write:

David came up as an exhibitioner from King Edward’s Grammar School,
Camp-hill, Birmingham. He became a renowned ringer of swans, particularly
during the freezing winter of 1962/3. After graduating, he moved to Oxford
as research assistant to Bernard Kettlewell, who showed that darker forms of
peppered moths were more prevalent in sooty industrial areas because they
were better camouflaged against bird predators. This phenomenon became
known as industrial melanism and, as an example of evolution in action, was
included in many biological textbooks. In recent years however, the validity of
Kettlewell’s claims have been challenged, including by David, as they overlooked
the behaviour of the moths. David’s potential as a meticulous and imaginative
researcher was recognised by Kettlewell and he was encouraged to register for
a D Phil supervised by Robert Creed, a departmental colleague. David studied
geographical factors affecting the incidence of melanism in moths in sites like
Cape Wrath and llkley Moor. In Oxford, he met his wife of 45 years, Helen Cook,
who also worked in the department.
In 1970, Robert Creed was appointed to the staff of University College,
Cardiff where David joined him in 1974 as a postdoc, having completed his D
Phil. He continued to work on industrial melanism in moths and extended it to
ladybirds and spittlebugs. After two years he was appointed to a lectureship.
Following Robert Creed’s death in 1974 David became the departmental lecturer
in genetics. He was a popular and engaging teacher, able to put over complex
ideas clearly. He particularly excelled at teaching in the field and his annual
field course on Skokholm island was the highlight of many students’ degree
programmes.
With his organisational and professional skills, it was natural that David
became Director of Teaching in the School of Pure and Applied Biology,
overseeing the delivery of seven degree programmes. Under his leadership,
the department achieved a rare ‘excellent’ rating in the national Teaching
Quality Assessment. David was also known for his conscientious pastoral care
of his students. Towards the latter part of his career David made a significant
contribution to the wider academic community as editor of the Biological Journal
of the Linnean Society, one of the oldest biological journals in the world.
David retired from the university in 2004 and the following year he and
Helen moved to a medieval manoir they had bought at Landivy in the Mayenne,
Northern France. They spent the next 15 years restoring and improving the
buildings, growing organic vegetables and turning their property into a verdant
oasis of biodiversity. He maintained his natural history interests, recording birds
and other wildlife around his home. He was very proud of the swift colony which
established itself at the house.
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In February 2020 David was diagnosed with motor neurone disease which
progressed rapidly, so he and Helen decided to move back to South Wales. They
found a bungalow which they had converted to accommodate him, as he became
increasingly incapacitated, although he dealt with his illness with courage and
determination. He and Helen moved in a few weeks before he died. He leaves his
wife, two sons and three grandsons.

DAVID JOHN MATTHEWS (1963) died on 5 March 2021, aged 79. He took

a PhD.

He was born in London in 1942. After grammar school he went to University
College, University of London and was awarded a First-Class Honours degree in
Classics. In 1963 David was invited to Downing to carry out research for a PhD on
relations between Mycenaean Greece and the civilizations of the Ancient Near
East. For this it was necessary for him to study several ancient Semitic languages,
including Babylonian, Assyrian and Hebrew. He also began to learn Arabic. In 1965,
part-way through his research, he was appointed to a Lectureship in the Department
of Phonetics and Linguistics at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS),
University of London. This led to his interest in Urdu and he transferred to the
Department of South Asian Languages and Literatures and subsequently became
Senior Lecturer in Urdu and Nepali. He retired from SOAS in the late 1990s.
In 1975 David was awarded a PhD for his thesis on the history of early Urdu
literature of the Deccan. During his time at SOAS, he frequently went on study
leave to visit the areas of his academic interests and maintained contact with the
major universities and other institutions in India, Pakistan and Nepal. He spoke
at international conferences in these areas and also lectured in Europe and other
parts of the world. For six years he served as Chief Examiner in Oriental and
African Languages for the International Baccalaureate. He frequently participated
in the activities of the Urdu-speaking communities in the United Kingdom and
Europe and had a special interest in the teaching and examining of Urdu in British
schools. He also examined doctoral dissertations for a number of universities in
Pakistan, as well as for the Sorbonne and the University of Oslo.
David’s academic interests centred on classical Urdu verse and the works
of Iqbal and he also maintained an interest in Indo-Persian and the Islamic
civilizations of Central Asia. He constantly endeavoured to bring Urdu literature
to the attention of western readers and his translations from Urdu into English
include works by Rusva, Anis, Hali, Iqbal, Ibn-e Insha and Shaukat Siddiqi. His
many publications include An anthology of classical Urdu love lyrics: text and
translation (with C Shackle) and an Historical Anthology of Kazan Tatar Verse:
Voices of Eternity (edited and translated with Ravil Bukharaev).

OBITUARIES

181

impressively early age) was an afterthought, being, as he put it, a rank and not an
honour. At the last (50th) reunion dinner he wore a splendid pair of deep blue
velvet bedroom slippers, on the basis, he claimed, that he had forgotten his shoes.
George earned an unrivalled reputation as a writer of good letters (and not
so good Christmas poetry). Many Downing friends will attest that they found
George’s handwritten letters unfailingly supportive, considered, and considerate.
One of my favourites, in 2010, was entitled “Our College has need of us”, and in
such respects he always led by example. His letters frequently gave good advice
or support as needed and in a uniquely engaging way. His writing style was never
exaggerated, but always expressed a clear point of view, and he was a good judge
of character. He was also, as befits a good lawyer, a highly effective public speaker,
as those who listened to his tribute to John Hopkins in Great St Mary’s will attest.
After Downing, George was closely involved with the Haberdashers’
Company, particularly their educational and charitable work and he was Master
of the Haberdashers in 2009–2010. He became especially committed to helping
pupils prepare for Oxbridge interviews. It is poignant and fitting that when he
died he was writing a letter, and to a student he had been supporting with an
Oxbridge application.
While at Downing he met Penny, to whom he remained devoted for their
48 years of marriage. They had four children, including Alice (1997) who read
Natural Sciences at Downing and was a first May colour (unlike her father). His
family was always hugely important to him. Alice and James Denniston (1967)
spoke movingly and at times amusingly, as he assuredly would have wanted, at
George’s funeral (I strongly recommend a viewing in the ‘Watch’ section of the
Wadhurst Parish Church website).
Paul Laband (1967) has mentioned his memory of a joint tutorial with John
Hopkins when John asked George if he took the Times. George replied “No, Sir,
I buy it”.
He will be very much missed.
George, always a keen fundraiser for the College, was keen that any donations
made in his memory should go to supporting the College and these can be made
online at www.downingcambridge.com/make-a-donation-online.

JOHN ARTHUR BARTON TOWNLEY (1961) died on 22 October 2020, aged 78.

He read Modern and Medieval Languages. Robert Chaston (1961) writes:

John came up to Downing from Sedbergh School, where he had, despite bouts
of asthma, excelled at rugby, cricket and fives. At Downing, although a modern
linguist, John quickly attached himself to our lawyers’ set of Adrian Larby, John
Maples, Roger Duncan and myself, under the tutelage of the brilliant John
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Hopkins. John’s acceptance was so complete that thirty years later he was
probably the only non-lawyer present when he and I attended at The Inner
Temple for a dinner to honour John Hopkins upon his retirement. John was
a noted bon viveur, possibly from his time at Downing where we all became
members of the Downing College Dining Club (The Perkins Club).
John came from an old Lancastrian family, in recent times prominent in
the motor trade. His father, Sir Jack, also a Downing man, was a leader in the
community and a local kingmaker for the Conservative Party. An invitation to the
family seat of Bilsborough Hall in Lancashire would herald a diverting round of
dinners, dances, picnics and rambles in the company of John’s three lovely sisters.
On one occasion John, Adrian and I were charged with driving a dormobile full of
luggage to a villa in Villefranche, the family’s headquarters that summer.
The halcyon days were numbered. Sir Jack became ill and soon died and his
own father, Barton Townley, a widower remarried with a second family. Barton
ordered John to leave Cambridge prematurely in order to prepare him to take
over his own very successful business. However, John soon received a letter
stating that there was no role for him in the business.
John, never one to dwell on life’s misfortunes, left for Canada with £50 in his
pocket and built a successful career in Toronto, New York and London, beginning
with Harris & Partners, an elite Toronto investment firm, subsequently taken
over by the Royal Bank of Canada. John completed his degree by distance at
the University of Toronto and was sent by RBC to Northwestern University to
take an MBA over a series of weekends. While in Toronto John met and married
the lovely (in all senses of the word) Mary Leppard and they produced three
charming and talented children: Johnny, Will and Chrissie.
As a father, John was encouraging, charismatic and the creator of gourmet
delicacies. John’s capacity for friendship was legendary, as attested by the deluge
of concern and support triggered by the news of his illness and death due to
pancreatic cancer. As one friend remarked, John had “that wonderful ability
to make you feel you were the very person he wanted to see and chat to”. He
was great fun to be with, quick witted, loyal, big hearted and a good listener. A
stalwart of Lords, the Carlton and the Hurlingham Club, John was happiest in
the countryside, tramping the fells, cycling down a country lane or just observing
nature. We greatly miss this kindest of men.

NICHOLAS JOHN DAVID WEBB (1968) died in 2021, aged 71. He read Law.
Roger Hedgeland (1968) writes:

Those of us who belonged to the ‘class of ’68’ Downing lawyers have been
shocked and saddened at the untimely death of our contemporary and friend
Nick Webb. Our undergraduate years were spent under the benign tutelage of
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the legendary John Hopkins and some left College in 1971 with a fine degree
behind them and an illustrious career ahead. Nick was one of these. But the
law had not been Nick’s only, or indeed primary, interest at Cambridge. His
all-consuming passion was politics. He progressed through the ranks of CUCA,
eventually becoming the Association’s chairman. In tandem with this went
his rising status in the Union’s governing body. He narrowly missed the VicePresidency in his last year. Nick always encouraged and facilitated his Downing
friends’ attendance – often with ‘front row’ tickets – at visits for speeches, dinners,
debates and the like, by the political greats of the time. I was often the grateful
beneficiary of Nick’s influence in these things. Aside from politics, Nick was a
keen follower of cricket (no mean bowler himself in his time) and of football. His
blind devotion to Notts Forest was lifelong if sometimes difficult to fathom! In
music, jazz was his first love; and for a late evening’s entertainment, an old Marx
Brothers film at the local flea-pit was a weakness he found hard to resist.
After Downing, Nick and I shared a flat in London while reading for the Bar.
Aside from work, there might be a beer in Henecky’s after an arduous afternoon’s
lecture, or a pint or three at the Nashville pub, a short walk from our flat, for a
live music night of country and western or jazz in a heady atmosphere of noise,
sleaze and smoke! After call to the Bar in 1972, our paths diverged. Nick went
to practice from Birmingham chambers, I to Manchester. We met from time
to time and Nick kept me abreast of the latest manoeuverings in the law and
politics. He stood for a Birmingham seat in the 1979 Election, but lost to a strong
Labour incumbent ( Roy Hattersley). Meanwhile his legal career flourished and
was justifiably crowned with appointment as a Recorder and then a full-time
Circuit Judge on the Midland Circuit where he sat almost entirely in crime at
Birmingham and Wolverhampton Crown Courts.
My recollections of Nick, as a pal at Downing and over the years thereafter,
are first and foremost of someone who it was always fun to be with. He was
a master with the witty one-liner or hilarious anecdote. His sharp mind and
effervescent sense of humour never left him. To Jane and to their two boys
Charlie and Will, I send my heart-felt sympathy and good wishes together, I hope,
with personal memories of a good chap sadly missed.

JOHN ALFRED WHITE (1962) died on 29 April 2021, aged 77. He read Law.
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1970s
DAVID COLIN CRAWFORD (1976) died on 28 May 2020, aged 62. He read

Modern Languages.

ANDREW MICHAEL HAJUCKI (1972) died on 25 April 2021, aged 68. He read

Law. The following has been written by Charles Harpum and Andy Barbour, with
input from Andrew’s family and Jim Wallace – Lord Wallace of Tankerness – and
the Reverend Jim Selby (all 1972):

Andy Hajducki came up to Downing in 1972 from Dulwich College to study Law.
His father was a Polish refugee and his mother Scottish. Andy was sociable, forming
close and long-lasting friendships, often with visits to The Panton Arms, and latenight discussions fuelled by College port. His eclectic interests and wonderfully
subversive sense of humour made him entertaining company. Andy’s enthusiasms
included poetry, politics, railway history and a love of the countryside. He became
involved with the Society of Friends at Cambridge and, on a weekend away with
them, met Kate Dodd, who, many years later, became his second wife.
After graduating, Andy qualified at the English Bar, being called by Gray’s Inn
in 1976. He moved to Edinburgh, joining his architect brother, and qualified as a
member of the Scottish Bar in 1979. He met his first wife Gayle, and her children,
Catherine and Kenneth, became part of Andy’s family; soon a further child, David,
was born.
Andy divorced, and by luck he met Kate once again and they were happily
married for the remaining 20 years of his life. Andy was always devoted to his
three children; by the time they were 12, he had achieved his ambition of taking
the two eldest to every single county in Great Britain. Throughout Andy’s life,
animals were part of the family; Christmas cards, painted by Kate, always featured
their many pets. As David said in his Eulogy, “Dad was at his element out in
nature with a dog by his side – and it’s how I’ll always remember him”.
Taking Silk in 1994 at the Scottish Bar, he was a popular member and enjoyed a
distinguished career, appearing regularly in appellate courts, including the House
of Lords/Supreme Court. His practice was wide, including family law, personal
injury, and property law. A colleague in The Faculty of Advocates describes him
as a “very interesting and intelligent man, who made time for people and always
had a smile”, with another saying he was “a wonderful, personable and generous
colleague, we will miss him”.
Among his legal cases, his personal favourite was his success saving the West
Highland Sleeper from being axed by British Rail. Railways were always one of
Andy’s passions. He published, either solely or jointly, eight books on the subject,
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